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SERMON 


PREACHED 


ArtSe MARIES in Nottingham, 
March 18.165 5 


At the Funeral of the 4 FRANCIS 
PIEREPONT, Eſq, third Son to the Right 
Honourable R 0 BERT late Earl of 
KINGSTON. 


By W1itLLIaM REYNOLDS, M.A. Mi- 96 
niſter of the Goſpel at St. Maries in Nottingham. 
The woyce ſaid,Cry. And he ſaid,What ſhall T cry ? All fleſh is graſs, Oo» 
and all the goodlineſs thereof is as the flower of the field, 
The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth : becauſe the Spirit of the 
Lord bloweth upon it : ſurely the people is graſs. Iſai. 40. 6, By 
LONDON, 
*S< Printed for ?. Rothwel, at the Fountain in Goldſmiths. 5G» 
row IN Cheap ſide, 1658. Ih» 
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CH OCD EDUD (Od 


Tothetruly Honoured ROBERT 
PIEREPONT,Efquire, the 


only Son and Heir ; And to M*. Frazxces 


Pierepont , Eldeſt Daughter to the Honourable 
FIRANCIS' PIEREPONT, lately deceaſed. 


>. E are bold to preſent you with theſe two 
Wi SERMONS Preached at the late Fu- 
neral of your dear Father , whoſe Me- 
mory being (as deſervedly it ought to 
be) moſt Highly Honoured by you, We 
doubt not but theſe Sermons devoted thereunto, will 
be very acceptable untoyou, The Lord bleſs the 
Reading of them to you both,and grant that the great 
truths held forth in them, may be ſo impreſſed upon 
your hearts, as that being convinced of the former, 
namely, Mans Yarity even in his beſt Eſtate as to this 
world, you may above all things labour after the later, 
to wit, Goſpel-perfeFion, and wprightneſs of heart 3 
by thus doing, you will live moſt honourably, dye 
moſt peaceably, and toall eternity live moſt happily, 
which is the hearty Prayer of 


Your Faithful Servants in the 
Work of the Lord. 


John Whitlock, 
William Reynolds. 


TotheREA DER: 


He unuſnalneſs of having two Sermons Preached at the 
Funeral of one Perſon, occaſions us to Preface ſomewhat 

to give thee an account thereof. That perſon of Honour, at 

whoſe Funeral theſe Sermons were Preached, having had his reſg. 
dence for ſome years, and dying in the Town of Nottingham, where 
he was much reſpefied and honoured; and a great part of the perſons 
invited t his Funeral, being inhabitants of the ſaid Town, many of 
which were unable to attend th? Here to the place where- his body 
was interred , which was at [ome conſiderable diſtance, and the 
Church there too ſmall toreceive ſo great a number ,, It was judged 
inexpedient, to diſmiſs ſo great a Company, as were met at bis houſe 
at Nottingham, with 4 meer civil treatment, without ſome word of 
inftruttion ſuitable to ſo ſolemn an occaſion ,, which occaſioned the 
Preaching of the former Sermon. As for the later Sermon, which 
was only at firſt intended, we ſhall need to give no further ac count 
than this, that it was Preached at the place where the Corps was 

interred. 
We need no leſs to apologize for our appearing in Print in this 
age, wherein the Preſs abounds with ſo many ſupernumerary Pa- 
pers. It was with mach unwillingneſs that we were induced to it, 
but the importunity of ſome friends (nearly related tothe Perſon dt- 
ceaſed) to whom we owe very much reſpett, and our willingneſs to 
do any thing, that might contribute to the keeping up the memory of 
bins now dead, whom we ſo much honoured whilſt living, bath at 
laſt prevailed with us, thus to appear in publick, You have the 
Sermoxs as they were Preached, without any addition, except, that 
2n the later Sermon, divers inlargements which were prepared to be 
delivered, but through ſtreights of time, were neceſſarily then omit- 
ted, are now. added. Such as they are, we recommend them to thy 
Reading, and to Gods bleſſing upon them : not doubting, bat if God 
ſhall teach thee thoſe two main Leſſons held forth in them , (viz. ) 
Mans-Vanity,. a»d Heart-Integrity, they may much conduce to 
thy 5 7 Life, and happy Death. Which that they may is the Pray- 
870 
| Thy Souls Servants, 
Zobn Whitluck, 


Willam Reynolds. 
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To the Honourable Aliſſizion Pierrepont Wi- 
dow to the late Honourable Francis 
Pierrepont Eſq. deceaſed. 


Madam, 


T was at your defire that theſe Sermons 
were preached,and it is through your 
continued commanding importuni- 
ty that they ap io publick : ouy, 
backwardneſle hereuntois very well 
known unto you; which yet proceed» 

ed not from any want of relpett either to your ſelf, 
or your deceaſed Huſband (whoſe Memory we do, 
and everſhall honour) but frem the ſenſe of our own 
weakneſle and unworthineſſe, and an unwilling. 
neſle torenew your grief, fearing leſt every review 
of theſe Sermons, might prove as.a freſh tenting of 
- that wound, whichthe loſs of ſoncarand dear ares 
lation hath made in your heart. But our reſpedts bath 
to your deceaſed Huſband, and to your (elf, from 
both whom we have received fo many ingaging fa. 
vours, asalſo your own moſt earneſt deſire that theſe 
Sermons might be printed, bavefilenced all our-Ob. 
jetions, and prevailed withusto thepubliſhing of 
them, which we nowhumbly dedicate unto you, 
knowing none that have a gxeater right unto them 
than your ſelf, by reaſon of your moſt necr relation, 
and dear affection, untohim at whoſe Funeral they 
were preached. 

Madam, Weaxevery {nlibleboth of your and our 

A great 


Job.19.21.Þ 


great loſs. The Lord teach and help both you and 
us; to find and make up that in God, which we have 
loſtin the Creature. The preſent duty which this 
diſpenſation of Providence calls for, is the eying of 
God init, aſubmiſfion unto, and due improvement 
of it, that'you may hear the Rod, and him that appoints 
7, | TT. | 

And if any thing in theſe plain Sermons may fur- 
ther you, or any other in the like condition, to the 

rformance of this duty (which through Gods bleſ. 
he we hope they may} we ſhall rejoyce and be 
thankful unto God. 

The former acquaints you with Mans Parity in his 
beſt Eſtate, which leſſon God hath been many wayes, 
and fora long time teaching of you 3 Firſt, by taking 
away diverſe of your dear-Children from you in 
their tender:years,and now your more dear Huſband 
in his beſt- Etate, according tothe ſehfe of the Pſal- 
ou . Sure God would by theſe Providences'knock 

your Hands and take off your Heart from the 
Creature, 'Endeavour to/make this uſe'of them; to 
get amore weaned Heart from the world,' and all 
thoſe Creature: enjoyments God hath yet left you. It 
is true indeed you have*caule to ſay with Job, Have 
ity upon me, have pity upon me 0 ye my Friends, forthe 
Hand of the Lord hath touched me. Yet withall, you 
haveſtiil cauſe to acknowledge, thatin the midſt of 
Wrath, God hath remembred Mercy : in x peacea- 
ble ſetling your worldly affairs, to content and ſa- 
tisfation, and yet more,” in his hitherto ſparing and 
continuing unto you the life of your now onely ſur- 
viving Daughter Mrs. Winnifred Pierrepont, a livin 
Branch of your deceaſed Huſband. Ou: Prayer . 
ſhall be, that God would ſeaſon her young and por 
er 


der Heart with Grace, and that he would lengthen 
her life, that ſhe may live to bean inſtrument of his' 
glory,and a comfort unto you and herrelations. And 
our Humble Advice to you, in order hereunto is, 
That you would take heed leſt you ſet your Heart 
too much upen her z you cannot love her too well, 
but you may love her too much : and ſtrong affecti- 
ons towards Creatures, do uſually make way for 
ſtrong afflitions. See therefore that you place not 
too much of happineſle in her,or any otherCreature, 
but make God your portion, aad while, you uſe 
Creatures of which God hath vouchſafed you plen- 
ty, be ſure you enjoy God: and labour after an E- 
ſtate that is better than Mans beſt Eftate, whether 14a- 
tural , Civil, or Moral. 

The latter Sermon, preſents you with the gain and 
advantage of Uprightneſſe, and Sincerity of Heart, 
and may ſerve as a Cordial to Gods People under the 
greateſt preſent preſures of trouble and affliftion, 
which they are exerciſed with , aſfuriog them of a 
calm Evening aſter aſtormy -Day, and that though 
they have ſorrow here, yet they ſhall find joy and 
reſt at laſt, in ti:eir Fathers Houſe and Saviours Bo- 
fome. We hope God hath givea you this VUpright- 
zeſſe of Heart, and prayy that be wculd give you 
that peace and comfort which he hath promiſed to 
it, Labour more and more to abound in this Grace: 
See that Uprightneſſe animate all your performances, 
Profeſſions, and Praftices : Let Uprightneſ/e be your 
way, and Peace ſhall be your end. Which that it 
may be, is the humble and earneſt prayer of 


Madan 


Tour Honours moſt obliged Servants, 


John Whitlock. 
William Reynolds. 


LILCELIS IS SSSSISSS SIS CISLISELE, 


R. R AT 4 in Firſt Sermon. 


' iy p. 10.1.10. for be read being, in p.19.1.15. for ot read to. 
In Second Sermon. 


In p.3 1.3.for diligent, read diligently, p- 5. 1. 25. add be before vertue, 
p«12.1.26. add ſo before 2 Kings,p. 19. 1. 5. add your before fill, p. 19-1.15. 
for this, read his, p 21. 1 2. for neither, read wither, p. 23.1 ag.dele8.p. 
25.1.24-for caring, r- carving, p.25.1.30. add called before atrue heart,(c. 
P-29-1.32.add therr before hearts, p. 28.1.6. r. purifying, p. 28.1. 28.dele own, 

.28.1 34.add the before doors, P-3 1.1.10. add have before had, p. 3-1-9. 
or r.greenels, p.35.1.33. for incipit, r. incipis, p- 37-1. 14. for Diabilo, 
r. Diabolo, p-38.1.14.dele be, p.38.1.22. add & qus, after proavos. 


In Verſes. 


Second Copy, p-2-v.11. for brighe, r. bright, ibid. v. 30. read Country, in 
fourch Copy in the Latine Verſes, v. 13. for religtonis, r. relligionis, in the 
Engliſh Copy, p.2.v.21.for Seplchrall, r. Sepulchrall. Tbid. v. 32. r.power, 
'm"Mr .Pickerings Coppy, v.13.r. Elegie, Mr. Graxts Coppy, p. 2+ v.10. for 
invite, r. indices. C, Cop. v. 18, r. things, Mr. Stilling fleet Cop. p. 2.v. 
25. Brothers. 
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TEXT. P/aim. 39. 


Surely, or verily every Manat bis beft Eftate, is al- 
together vanity. Selah. 


E read the Prophet David, in the ſecond 
and third verſes of this P/alm, e're he 
breaks forth into that Speech, of which 
our Text is a part, ſaying, that his ſor- 
row was ftirred, and that hu heart was 
hot within him. 1n like manner before 

I ſpeak to my Text, I muſt needs crave leavetotell you, 

that upon the ſight of this great Aﬀſembly, congrega- 

ted to ſolemnize the Fxneral Rites of that truly Ho- 
wourable Perſon deceaſed, I find my ſorrow ſtirred, and 


my heart to be greatly moved within me. It isindeed ye dyed the 


ſome weeks ſince, that divine providence made this ſad 3c*. of 7 
breach amongli us : but the wound yet is very green, "#477 
and the leaſt tenting of it, makes it to bleed afreſh, how 
much more ſuch a violent raking into it as at this day ! 
and what are a few weeks, moneths, nay, I may adde 
years,to wear out thoſe deep impreſſions, which the loſs - 
of a Perſonage of ſo much honour and worth hath 
made uponthe minds of many amongſt us ? 

My beloved , Ir is very well known to the moſt of 
you, that it hath neither been mine, nor my felloy- The fevenerh 
labourers praQtice,during thoſe ſeven years, which now 20 em 
within ſome very few dayes , we have labouredin the March, A 
word and dorine among you, either to Preface,or add 


any Panegyricks to the Funeral Sermons we have been 
B called 
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The waxity of M AN, 
called to Preach , and one great reaſon of our forbea- 
rance hath been the great abufe which we have obſer- 
ved formerly to have been hereof, it baving been too 
uſual, as one ſadly complains, «t eorum vite laudentur in 
Eerris, Quorams Anime CYUCLAantur tn _ ; and we have 
alſo obſerved, rhar there hath been bur lictle of edifica- 
tion invthe belt, and much of falſhood, and flattery, in 
the moſt Funeral Commendations. 

Yet though we have forborn the praRtice, we have 
not judged it unlawful to givea due Teſtimony to the 
dead, in mentioning ſuch, commendable virtues, and 
praRices,as may be precedential to the Living. 

h The warrantableneſs of it, might be clearly evinced, 
2 Chron: 32+ 43th from what we readin Seriprure *, as alſowhatwe 
 iegi09. find to be pratiſed amongſt the Amtients : who as a 
*Dr. Spurſtow *preſent Divine in our Nation hath obſerved, did oft. 
in his Sermon times mingle the prayſes of cheir dead friends, with 
_ «a1 <heir ſorrowful mournings over them. Ir is not ſo 
_ bs much the lawfulneſs, as the expediency of thus doing, 
Viner, which is ſo much ſcrupled. The rear miſcarriage (as 
the ſame Author expreſſeth) which hath kronght this 
way and practice, both under ſuſpition, and cenſure, 
hath been the Golden commendation: that ſome have be- 
ſtowed upon worth-leſs Perſons. But I perſwade my 
ſelf, that the eminency of worth and merit, which was 
ſo reſplendent in that Honowrable Perſon whoſe Func- 
ral rites we now ſolemnize, will cauſe, that I ſhould 
rather incurre your Cexſure, by my ſilencing the due 
* CharaRer that y be | of him, than your {uſpiti- 
ex,by an unfeigned, and impartial expreſlion of it. 
I ſhall not take upon me, to give you a Narrative of 
his whole life , albeit I might | ar. the warrant of a 
very good Teſtimony, and che witneſs of ſome preſent, 
to whom the whole of his converſation hath been very 
well known) ſafely ſay this of him, in reference to that 
part of his life, which was unknown to me; That his 
youth was no wayes beleapred with choſe foul yous 
pride, 


in bis befi ESTATE. 


pride, luxury, prodigality, and diſobedience to Parents» 
which are 00 too Common : but that his humility, mor 
deſty, frugality, and dutiful obſequiouſneſs to his Noble 
Parents, was ſuch as is rarely parallel'd ina Perſon of 
his Birth and quality. A worthy pattern for young 
. Gentlemens imitation, 

But I ſhall - theſe things,and divers others I might 
mention, as the ſpeaking to that Antient and Noble ta- 
mily, of which he was a Branch, this being better known 
to many amongſt you , than it can be expreſſed by me. 
And I have met with what Ba/i! obſerved in the praiſe 
of Gordins the Martyr. © It is the Cuſtom of the 
* world(ſaid khe)when they would praiſe a man to ſpeak 
** of his Family, to derive his retinnn through many 
** deſcents, to open unto all his Education, parts, and 
* learning, and ſuch other accompliſhments : ſed Ec- 
* clefabec tanquam ſupervacua dimittit , the Church 
* looks only at ſuch things, which may glorifie Godin 
bs - Saints, and thereby do good to them that remain 
* alive. 

The brief Character I ſhall give of hiw , ( for I muſt 
be brief inall that Ihave to deliver) ſhall be only in 
ſuch things , which my perſonal knowledge , and the 

reat honour I do, and ſhall ever bear to his memory , 
Jorh both warrant, and provoke me to deliver. 

To begin firſt with things relating to Religion, a due 
regard to which is the moſt radiant , and ſparkling 
Stone in the whole Ring of any ones virtues : There 
were theſe ſeveral particulars highly commendable in 
him. 

Firſt his conſtant attendance upon the publick, Orai- 
naxces,and that not only on the Lords-day, both Morn- 
ing and Evening , but alſo on the Week-dayes at both 
the Lefures. : 

Secondly, his conſtant frequenting the Sacrament of 
the Lords-Swpper, in its monethly adminiſtration a- 


mongſt us. I way ſafely ſay, that for theſe ſix years 
B 2 laſt 
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The wavity of M A N 
laft paſt , wherein we of this Congregation have been 
privileged with the ——_ this Ordinaxce, Ido 
not remember, that when he was in Town, and in per- 
feRt health, he ever omitted three Sacraments. 

Thirdly, his care and coſt to ſet up, and his conſtant 
attendance upon the worſhip of God in his Family : 
wherein. the Scripture was read, and Prayer made 
Morning and Evening. 

Fourchly, his not only complying with endeavours 
after Reformation, in the due adminiſtration of Goſpel- 
Ordinances amongſt us; but his: forwardneſs unto, and 
attivity abourthe ſetling of Order in the Church of 
Godin this place; of which he was not only an uſe- 
ful', and honourable member , but was pleaſed alſo 
to at as an officer, humbly condeſcending herein , to 
joyn himſelf with perſons far inferiour to himſelf, in 
rank, and quality. 

Fifchly, the greatreſpe& he bore to the Aſimiſters, 
and Meſſengers of Jeſus Chriſt : Surely he accounted 
well of them, . as the hearty welcome he gave them to 
his own houſe , his friendly going to their houſes, his 
conſtant attendance upon, free, and bountiful encou- 
raging of them in their labours , doth abundantly teſti- 
fie. Andthart this reſpeR he ſhewed, was not ſo much 
to the perſons of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, but unto 
the faithful, and conſcientious diſcharge of their work, 
and office, that worthy ſpeech of his, which was. oft 
heard utcered by him, bears witneſs, namely , That it 
wc h pleaſed him, to be ſuch [earchin g Sermong,as ript 
up the heart, and diſcovered fin to the full. 

And as Ihave thus glanced at ſome commendable 
praQtices in him relating to Rel3gion, ſo ſhould I ſpeak 
diſtinitly to each oral virtue that was reſplendent in 
him, I ſhould exceed the limits of the time which is al- 
lotred to this part of the Solemaity , I muſt remember,T 
am yetto begin my Sermon , and that after ir, another, 
at ſome diſtance hence is to be preached : to ſum up: 
therefore all ina very few words. This 


in his beſh ESTATE. 


This truly Honourable Jem whom we now come 
memorate, was molt punQually and. exaRtly righteous 
in all his civil tranſaCtions, tenderly mercifull and com- 
2055 towards decayed Debtors and Tenants , 

umble , affable, and curteous towards all, and. grie- 
vous to none. 

And in the laſt place, T muſt not forget his Charitie 
co the poor. Indeed by Will and Teftament there is 
little done, he —_ urprized with the ſuddenneſs of 
his ſickneſs and death : yet whileſt he was living he 
did ſome things very exemplary. Beſides the conltant 
reliefthe poor had at his Gate, and his liberal annual 
penſion to a poor Scholar in the Univerſity, andto 
ſome others that had been in the relation of Servants to 
himſelf and Noble Father; he did ſome years before 
his death ſettle by Deed 12. pound per Annwm for ever 
upon the Almeshoules founded by Ar. Hanly. 

Theſe things being ſo well known, have we not.great 
cauſe to mourn over the loſs we have ſuſteinedin and 
by his death ? The honowrable Widdow hath loſt a moſt 
tender Husband, the Orphan'd Childres a loving and 
indulgent Father , the Servants of the Family a mild, 
prudent,and molt righteous Maſter, the Tenants a juſt, 
and compaſſionate Land-lord, we Miniſters a noble 
Friend and faithfull Patriot : We eſpecially , whom God 
hath called to this place , who came hither upon his, 
together with ſome orhers of the chief of the Pariſh , 
ſpecial invitation, ſet down here (after mutual know- 
lege obtained one of another) upon the publick de- 
claration of his, and the whotke Pariſhes earneſt deſire 
and call of us foto do, and have chearfully and com- 
fortably, and ( _ grace we hope we can ſay, Yin 
ſome meaſure profitably continued our Miniſterial im- 
ployment, and been ſuccesfully carryed through the 
many difficulties that uſually atrend endeavors after. Re+ 
formation in the adminiſtration of Goſpel-Ordinances, 


through his ( under God) ſpecial countenance, encou- 
ragemens 


ey" 
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Text 


The wanity of MAN 


ent and aRive concurrence with us : The ſenſe 
ES of which mercy from God to us, and 
choice Service which this great and pablick good Max 
did the Goſpel , hath cauſed many t ankſpivings unto 
God, much heightned the deſerved honourable eſteem 
which we with the whole Church of God amongſt us 
had of bim , made us highly to prize, and earneſtly 
to pray for bis life ; and now, we refleQing upon the 
oreatneſs of our loſs, fadly to bewail his death : bur 1 
op proceed ao farther on this Text , ro come to the 
other. 


_ _ — 


mm __ 


”__ _ _—_—— 


Surely. Every man, at his beſt eftate,i. 
altogether vanity. Selah. 


WAY Emay fly begja our diſcourſe upon this Text, 
VyY wi t gracious Apophethegws ar rather. di- 
vine Oracle, wherewith Solowox that Kingly and royal 
Preacher begun his ſacred retraRations, (io ſome have 
ſtyled his book of Eccleſiaſtes ) ſaying, vanity of va- 
nities vanity of vanities,all ir vanity. Thisis an Hebrew 
Formor Phraſe of ſpeech, they expreſliag the Compa- 
rative often by a prepoſition, and the ſuperlative by 
doubling the fame word, which noteth excellency and 
perfeRion : by the ingemination and redoubling of the 
ſame note oh Phraſe, the Preacher doth at once both 
confirm the judgement in the certainty of the funda- 
mental truth he layeth down , and alſo vehemently 
move the afletions: a good coppy for all Preachers to 
write after, namely,to {ſpeak ſuch words as may be both 
inſtraRtive and affeftive. As to the import of this con- 
cile ſpeech of Selomons, in brief it is this; Thar all 
things here helow are, moſt vain, or extreme yanity 

and chat no true felicity can be enjoyed inthe freeſt an 

largeſt poſſeſſion of them, In the fourtegnth verſe ” 
tE115 


i# bir bet ESTATE. 
tells us, that they are not only vanity, thatis, as our 
Annotators gloſs , ineffectual to confer happineſs , but 
which is worſe , they are vexation of Spirit , apt to 
bring much affliction and trouble upon the heart of him 
who 15toq earneſtly converſant about them: And this 
he delivers as the reſult of all char his ſearch and enqui- 
ry which by Wiſdome, that is, by his very beſt skill, he 
made into the cauſes and effects of all things, that have 
a being and are done under the Heaven's F the Preacher 
was King over ]ſrael in Jeruſalem, and I gave my heart 
to ſeek,, and to ſearch out by Wiſqdome, concerning all 
things that are done under Heomen : and I have ſeen all 
the workes that are done under the Sun, and behold 
all is vanity and vexatjon of Spirit. Eccleſ. 1, 12, 
13, 14. ; 

Thus ou have heard what Solomon faith , but they 
are not his words but Davids which we are now to in- 
ſiſtupon : the difference indeed that is between them is 
bur little , what David faith inthe Text, isincluded in 
what Solomon bath delivered, as each partics/ar is comi- 
prehended inthe general, and each part and parcelin 
the whole. Solomon tels us, that all the works that are 
wrought under the Sunare _— and David ſingles 
out one of the works, butiindeed the chiefeſt and top- 
moſt of all the reſt, andinſtancethin this , when con- 
fidered and beheld by us in the compleateſt outward 
form and natural perfe&ion of it, and he ſaith that it is 
altogether vanity . Surely every\man, in his beſt eftate, 5s 
altogether vanity Selah, 

The Text may not be unfitly ſtiled fallen mans Por- 
traityre , and lively image andrepreſentation, and this 
is ſuch a curious and exa&t peece of workmanſhip as 
cannot be paralleld , it far exceeds whatever art in the 
higheſt perfeQion, brought any jof its Scholars unto ; 
the moſt exquiſiteLimners that ever we heard or read of, 
could never give us the draught and portraicure of the 


Mind and Soul of man in its inward motions and ope= 
rations : 


WJ] 
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rations ; ſome have drawn the PiRures and repreſenta- 
tions of mens bodies to the life , but they could never ſo 
draw any, as in their draught to repreſent together 
with the outward form and feature of their bodies , al- 
ſo the inward complexion frame and full endowments 
of their minds: But you may in our Text behold max 
09g to us ly, both inſide and outſide,both 
in his ſoul and body: Swrely every mann his beſt eftate je 
altogether vanity.Selah. 

The wordsare an intire propofition, containing the 
Subjet and Predicate. 

The Swubjeft that is Man, OWN Adam , this though 
it was the proper name of the firſt man, yet it is frequent- 
ly uſed appellatively, In this /abjef# here is firſtthe 
note of univerſality. | Every every man , none excep- 
ted; ſecondly the qualification of this Subje& here 
ſpoken of, ( viz) when he is beſt conſtitured , when 
in his prime , when in his greateſt beauty and 


»*23 bravery , Every man in his beſt Eſtate. The word 


tranſlated here * bef#+ eftate the Septuagint renders 
it ,\{#Y vivens, living , ſo alſo the Erhiopick, and Ara« 
bik. verſion; and indeed natural life, is one of the 
choyceſt, richeſt, and moſt pretious Jewel, in all na- 
tures treaſury and cabinet. Sksw for 5kin, and all that a 
man hath , will he give for his life, Job 2. 4. and faith 
Solomon, a livin & is better than a dead Lion, Eccleſ. 
9. 4. Weread of a woman in the Goſpel, how chat ſhe 
ſpent all ſhe had on the Phyſicians, __ what was it for? 
only to have her health reſtored , which is a degree be- 
low lite ; but though this tranſlation of the word, doth 
expreſs ſomewhat that is very choyce , yer this of Life 
is implyed ; andall the comforts, conveniences, and ac- 
comodations,yea,perfeRions of life natural, are carried 
inthe Hebrew word : the word properly ſignifies Stans, 
it commeth from the Hebrew root which fignifieth 
* Stetit,, anditisrendered by ſundry conftituras, as Piſ- 
cator, Tremelins, andothers; T remelius renders - 
wor 
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quantumu1s conſt'uutus maxime : Surely every man is all 


manner of vanity, albeit he be never fo well ſetled, and 


conſtituted. 
The ſecond thing obſervable is the Preaicare, or that 


which is ſpoken, ard affirmed of this Sxbjef : and that The Predi 


words thus , Profetfo omnimode vanitas omnis bomo, 


is, that he is vanity, yea, altogether vanity,and that /are. cate. 


ly, all this belongs to the Preatcare. 

He is vanity. The Hebrew word here uſed, was the 
proper name of the ſecond Son born to Adam, whom 
his Brother Kain killed : and che name, or word, pre- 
perly ſignifies as tranſlated here in the Text, namely 
vanity, weh Pagnin deſcribes,to be a moſt vain,or light 


ban 


? 


thing, ſuch as 15a bubble on the water, or the breath Res eft que non 
render the ff q11dpia. aut 
que cito deſi» 

" nitut flatus qui 
d exit abore 


of a mans mouth: The Syriack, verl.on, 
words thus ;, quoniam omnes homines ut vapor con{iſtunt . 
the conſiſtency of all men, 1s no better than chac of 


vapor : which Saint 7ames ſaith, appeareth for a little Pagain. 


while, and then vaniſheth away, Cap.4. 14. 


He 1s altogether vanity, Kol Hebel Kol Adam , nni- 


bI59 


verſa vanitas omnis homo, all men are all vanity, fo itis 2 HI 
werd for word : the Septwagint render it, at ov umun wa- 
mibry;, quoad omnia vanitas , the verſion of the Arabick 


thus, quicquid pertinet ad hominem viventem eſt va- 
»#m ; whatioever belongeth unto living man, is vanity. 

Bithner he expounds it thus, Every wan 1s altoge- 
ther vanity. Hoc eſt omni ex parte, ita ut Vanitas & mi- 
ſeria aue per alias creaturas fruſtatim [| _ in #no 
howine aggregata videatur : ſicq; homo evagit compenai- 
um-omnium vanitatum que in creaturis extant, Oc. 
* that is, he is the ſinck and center of all the vanities in 
the world; he is as it were the * anzverſe of vanity 


* Cum inant- 
mis ſubjecit 
matationt,cor- 


ruptioni 5; Cum animatis, alterationi, morth, Cum ſenſibilibus, letitie, merori, Cum 


Angelis qui reliquerunt ſuumidomicilium, inconflantie. Bithoer in 
Verſa vanitas, 


C Surely 


locum. * UVni- 


w* 
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Surely every man in his belt eſtate, is altogether ya- 

nity ; ( ſarely) itis as if he had ſaid, this is moſt true, 
molt certain, none need to queition if. 

And as the word ſurely —_— the Text, ſo the note 
(Selah) concludes it ; whichif in any place it be more 
than a bare Muſical Note, and pointeth at ſome extra- 
ordinary matter, calling for more than ordinary atten. 
tion, it may be looked upon as ſo uſed here, The mat- 
ter whereuntoit is affized, being of ſuch unqueſtionable 
certainty, of ſuch | pcm. no Ye and there be ſuch 
a natural unaptnels in every of us, to give Credit to, or 
take notice of it ,, ſo that we had need to be called up- 
on to attend heedfully to it. 

Thus we have for brevity ſake, given you both the 
parts of the Text, and ſenſe of the cerms together, you 
lee that every wordin the Text hath its whe. ne Text 
may be thus paraphraſea. 

AMan, who is the glory of the Creation, Gods maſter- 

piece , and not only this, or the other man, but every 
man: and notevery man , at ſometime, in ſome cor- 
ditions, not man, when dead, or if living, yet in 
an afflited 'eſtare , or the like , but every man 
whil*t living, yea, when he 1s in the height, perfeRi- 
on, and accompliſhment of all Creature-comforts, 
when ſtanding on his tiproes , when in his beſt beauty, 
and bravery , what is he then ? not ( faith one) only a 
mixt creature, a compound of folly and wiſdom,weak- 
neſs and ftrength, light and darkneſs , fleſh and ſpi- 
rit, beauty and deformity , ſubſtance: and vanity 
But he is altogether vanity, the very fink, and center 
of all the vanities in the world. If man bea compound 
creature, it is of all the vanities under Heaven; and to 
this the Holy Ghoſt ſets a double Seal, one at the begin- 
ning of the ſentence, and another at the end. 

Surely lets itin, and Selah ſhuts it up. It is a truth of 
ſach illimited, and immutable certainty, that it can nei- 

ther be met, nor overtaken with any objetion. Syre- 


ly 
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ly -= man, in hu beſt eſtate, is altogether vanity- 
Selah. 

I proceed now to the Doctrinal concluſions, which 
we may gather from the words, and we might parcel 
out the Text into three or four concluſions , as firſt. 

1. That man is a very vain thing, yea, vanity it ſelf. 

2. Not only this, or the other man is ſo, but every man. 

3. Every man in his beſt eſtate is altogether vanity. 

4. How difficultly ſo ever any are brought to believe this, 
yet it is a very great truth, and that Which is a- 
bove all objeGion. 

But all theſe are moſt pithily, & conciſely ſumm'd up 
by the Prophet in the words of the Text, which we 
ſhall not vary from : fo that the point of Dettrine we 
ſhall inſiſt upon, you may take it in the very words of 
the Pſalmiſt. 

Surely every man in his beſt eſtate is altogether vanity. 

For the proof of this. you may conſult theſe Scrip- 
tures, P/alm 144.3,4. Lord what 3s man, that thou ta- 
keſft knowledge of bim, &c ? and why doth David thus 
reaſon ? inthe next words he tels us, mas is like to va- 
nity, his dayes are as a ſoadow that paſſeth away. Manis 


Doft. 
Proef. 


like to vanity, in the Hebrew itis Adam is like to Abel, nn OWN 
now Abel, as I told you before, ſignifies vanity ,anditis NO?) 


ſometimes put to expreſs an 7ael, as Ferem. 2. 5. Thus 
ſaith the Lord, What tniquity have your Fathers found in 
me, that they are gone far from me, and have walked after 


an * [dol ? Now the Apoſile tells us , that an Idol i; mo 23mm ® 
thing in the world ,, Itis the vaineſt thing inthe world, 1 Corin.8.4. 


or the greateſt vanity : man is become even as one of 
theſe; he in his beſt eſtate is but a repreſentation of a 
thing which is not ſo that upon the point, it is as much 
asit David had faid, Man is nothing. 

Another Scripture we have in Pſalm 62. 9. Swrely 
wen of low degree are vanity ; and men of high degree are 
a lye, tobe laid in the ballance thy are altogether lighter 
than vanity , here we read, that what ever degree men 
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are of, they are no better than vanity, nay, thoſe that 
are of the highſt degree, thar is, are higheſt in riches, 
honour, parts, or the like , theſe will the leaſt anſwer 
our expeQations, and fulall our hopes; nay, they will 
prove a lye to us, they will deceive us. Hence David 
thus exhorteth : Pt not your truſt 1n Princes, nor in the 
Son of Man, in whom there is no help, his breath geeth 
forth, hereturneth to his earth , in that very day bis 
thoughts periſh, Plalm 146. 3, 4. There are many as $o- 
lomos faith, who ſeek the Princes favour, and oh if they 
can but obtain it, they think they are made per/ons : but 
what are Princes? are they any other than Soxs of men? 
and being Sons of men, what help is there inthem ? be- 
caule their breath goeth forth, and they turn again to 
their earth , and then their thoughts periſh, their 
thoughts, ad alios benefaciendos, as Aben-E xxra expoun- 
deth it , of doing thee and others good, theſe fall to 
the ground. To what hath been ſaid , we may add, 
zbat God in Scripture, doth not only ſpeak of ſingle 
perſons, that they are vanity, but alſo of Nations; and 
not only of this, or the other Nation , but of 4// Nati- 
ONs: take all mankind in a cluſter, or as bundled up to» 
ether; and not only is this, or that man, this, or that 
Nation, but all men, and a{l N ations, before him, are as 
nothin {fig are counted to him leſſe than nothing and va- 
»iy, 1aith the Prophet 1/aiah, Cap. 40. 17. 

Having thus given you the Proof of the Dottrine,l ſhall 
briefly Ti _ theſe few particulars, namely, ſhew 
you firſt, when it is that man may be ſaid to be in his beft 
eſtate, or what this beſt eltate of man is : Secondly, that 
in this eſtate he is vanity, how, or in what regards he is 
fo : Thirdly, why, or whence hes ſo ; and ſo make ap- 
plication. 

Explicatioa, To the firſt, namely, what is meant here by mans beſt 
eſtate : you may take the anſwer to this firſt Negartively, 
then Affrmartively. 


Neguinay: Negaiinely,by Jan bet F fare a5 itis here ſpoken 
of, 


Prov.19.6, 
29, 26, 
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of, is not meant that eſtate of 7nocency, integrity, and 
perfetion, wherein God at the firſt Created man , that 
tndeed was a right-good, and excellent eſtate : Firlt, it 
was an eſtate of pertect holineſs, he being made in Gods 
Image, and after Gods likeneſs, Gez. 5. 27. Secondly, 


ir wasan eſtate of perfect wiſdom, and underſtanding, mans eſtate in 


r3 


I, 
By maos beſt 
eſtate here in 
not meant 


of which Adam gave Proof, by giving names to all innocency. 


Cartel, to Fowls of the Air, and to the Beaſts of the 
Field, fuitable, and appolite to their nature, Ges. 2.20. 
Thirdly, it was an eſtate of great honour, and dignity: 
David brings him in with a Crown upon his head, and 
that Crown is a Crown of glory, and honour , tho haſt 
Crowned him with glory, and honour , Pſalm. 8.5. His 
place was little lower than the Angels, but far above all 
other Creatures. 

Fourthly, it was an eſtate of great dominion and au- 
thoricy, man being made the Soveraign Lord of the 
whole Creation, Gem. 1. 26. Pſal. 8.6, 7,8. 

{ might inſtance in ſundry other particulars, as 

I, The exquiſite beauty , and perfeQion of his out- 
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ward man, it had ——_—g_ one obſerves) of blemiſh, x.c|ef. 5.29, 
l 


or bluſhing, but was cloathed with all requiſite beauties, 
and abilities, thar might render him lovely, and com- 
mend him to every eye. 

2. The greatneſs and vaſtneſs of his poſſeſſions, we 
need not, faith the ſame Authour, ſtand toenlarge up- 
on-one parcel of his 4i/means, namely, that which they 
call Paragdice , ith the whole both of Sea and Land, 
and all the Creatures in both were his poſſeſſion, his Pa- 
radice. 

In brief, mans firſt eſtate, was a ſtate of perfect, and 
compleat happineſs, there being nothing within him, 
but what was deſirable, nothing without him, but what 
was amiable, and nothing about him , but what was fer- 
viceable, and comfortable ;, When therefore it is ſaid, 
that Szrely every man'in his beſt eftate is altogethr va- 


nity, by beſt eſtate inthe Text, is not meant mans —_ 
0 
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of Tanogency ; had man' periiſted in that, he ſhould nor 
have Known what vanity meant ; Adam in that eſtate, 
had in himſelf a power of perpetuating his eſtate in Fee- 
ſimple,upon himſelf and his for ever. 
2. Secondly, by mans beſt eſtate, 15 not meant his eſtate 
Not his, eſtate of Regemeracy : this is a moſt excellent eltate, ard far 
of Regencracy hetrer than that: which is intended in the Texe. This e- 
ſtate of regenerary,-is. a ſpiritual eſtate, conſiſting in 
ſpiricual graces, and p—_ It isa free eſtate, freed 
from all torfeirures, and endowed with choyce immuni- 
Coloſ,2.w. ties. It is a full eſtate, we are comp-eat in Chriſt. Itisa 
firm eſtate, all iseverlaſting, unmoveable, unfading, we 
are all Heirs, and joynt Heirs wich Chriſt, if the eltate 
Kom.8.17. ſtand good to him, it will to us. 

Man in this eſtate , is not altogether vanity. Indeed 
this eſtate doth not exempt and privilege from mani- 
fold miſeries, and affliftions, that abide us in this life, 

Heb 9-27. nor doth it exempt from death , for itis appointed-unto 
all men once to dye ; the good as well the bad,the rege- 
nerate, as well as the unregenerate : notwithſtanding 
man in this eſtate, is not altogether vanity. Indeed the 
regenerate mans outward comforts, ſuch as are bis 
friends, eſtate, honour, yea, his perſon, as it is ſubjeRt 
to death, may be ſaid co be vanity: but his ſpiritual eſtate, 
this you have heard, is firm,everlaſting, and that fadeth 
not away ; whereas one that is no more but a man, but 
a meer child of the firſt Adam, both he and his beſt eftare 
be it whatſoever it may be, is altogether vanity. 

3. Thirdly, by mans belt eltate, as 1s not meant his eſtate 

Not his eſtate Of Innocency , nor his eſtate of Regeneracy : ſo much 

of Glory. leſs his eſtate of Glory ; this 1s the beſt eſtate of all. This 
is better than the eſtate of Regexerar; ;, becauſe though 
in that be the :rath of grace, yet there is not in it - 
perfettion of grace : yea better than Adams eſtate of [x- 
nocency ;, becauſe though in thathe had perfection of 
holineſs, yet it was loſeable , he being (as you know) 
endowed with freedom of will, either to (tand,or to fall, 
and 


iebiebet ESTATE. T- 


and we too too well know; that he did fall; but as to this 

eſtate of Glory, the holinels, and happineſs of it, is 

both pecte& and perpetual, it is ſure and cannot fail, 

hence it 1s called ax rnheritance -incorruptible, and radc- x Per. 1.4, 
filed, and that fadeth not away, Man when exa:ted to this 

citate, ſhall be tully itreed trom ali manner of vaziry, 

2nd we may alcer the words and ſay. Swrcly cvery manu 

in this his beſt eſtate, is altogether felicity, Or alt egether 

Glory. 

Thus we have hexrd, whatis not meant by mans he? 2. | 
eftate, asſpecitiedin the Text; Now for the Afirma- &ftcmatively. 
i1Te, 

By mans beſt eſt ate, is chiefly, and principally under- yan; befk 
itood his mot flouriſhing, and protiperous eſtate, as tO eſtate three» 
this world : Now this is threefold. tirit, there is mans fold, 
vatural eitate, Secondly, his moral eitate. Thirdly, his 
civil eltate, | 

Firlt then every man un his peſt eſt ate is altogether va- : | 
wity, that is , in bis belt zatwral cltate ; by this, T do not pans beſt na- | 
underitand that eſtate of{in, wherein every-man is born, tural eflate is | 
thus indeed dtvines frequently ,and not improperly, uſe vanity, | 
this phraſe of mans natural eFate ; but underitand mgn 

{imply conſidered , as he is natures work-man-ſhip,, as 
watwre: hath endowed, and inriched him wich her gifts, 
and that either in reference to body or mind : thele gifts 
and endowments of zatxre in reference to body, are 
healch, ſtrengch, beauty, and the like: the gitts and en- 
dowments of the nnd, are {trengih of memory, quicks 
neſs of apprehenſion, good utterance, and. all of the 
Ik? nature.which go-uider che; Notonof a mans-natas,, 
re} paris: Now:man, yea, every man is his beſt natirdd 
eftatz 15 altogether Vamty : that 15,man, eventben when 
he is moit{trong, molt healthful, mot beautiful, which 
is uſually in youth, or compleatmanbood, then-1s a per-: 
ſonin the flowr , and Prime of his life and Gayes z even, _. . 
now'ishe not. alrogetli6r vanity ?. $a/onton tells us, 'thatiEcclel. 11.10, 
Child-hood,\and youth; ate vanity ; there ig doudee var 
nity 


Job, 21-2329. 


Gen.34. 25. 


2. 


ral eſtate is 
vanity, 


Jet.9-23. 
©3-J1.! 
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nity intheſe, both the vanity of fin, and alfo the vani- 
ty of nature. But more expreſly to this, isthat of Fob, 
one dieth in his full trenath,being who!ly at caſe and quiet, 
his Breaſts are full of Milk, and his Bones are moiſftened 
with marrow. One di:th in his fill ſirength, he dieih nor 
only ſtrong, but i» robore perfe&ionts moritr robuſtss , 
So the valgar tranſlation rendereth it , the {trong man, 
dyeth inthe ſtrength of his perfe&ion : when his Breaſts 
are full of Milk, and his bones moi ftened with marrow : 
?ob here deſcribeth the exacteſt ſtate of natare, yet now 
man dieth , death eaſily knocks down this ſtrong man : 
death as M.Caryl! well gloſſeth upon the place,doth not 
ſtay to take men at an advantage, when they are wea- 
kened with age and ficknels, as Simeon and Levidid the 
Shechemites, come upon them, when they were ſore, 
Death can do its work eaſily, and as ſpeedily in health, 
as it can in ſickneſs, in ſtrength, as well as in weakneſs, 
when we handle the ſword, as well as when we lean up- 
ona ſtaff, in the Spring and Summer, as well as in the 
Fall and Winter of our lives. 

Secondly , as man is vanity in his belt natural eft ate, 


Mans beſt 'mos (q a1fg in his beſt moral eſtate : that is, take him when 


his natural partsare brought to the greateſt height chat 
Art 'and- diligence can bring. them unto : when he is 
wiſeſt , learnedeſt, when his heart hath had the great- 
aye of Wiſdome and Knowledege as Solomon 
raſeth it. * 1s he not then even altogether vanity? Is he 
not equally obnoxious to the ſtroak of Death? how dyeth 
the Wiſe man as the Fool? Ecclel. 2. 16. As the ftron- 
eſt man cannot reſiſt Death, forthe wiſeſt man cannot 
evade Death : Death with one black: Theta, ſoon re- 
tuteth all our Wiſdome, /and putterh at once a period 
to our reading, and to our»natural being. How good 
therefore is that counſel which the Prophet 7 eremiah 
giveth. Let not the wiſe mas glory in his wil dome, nei- 
ther let the mighty man glory in bis might ; Let not the 
rich man glory in his rights : but [tt him that glorieth 


glory 
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glory in this, that he wdtrſtandeth” and knoweth the 
Lord. 
Thirdly , man, yea every man is wanitie in his beſt 
Civil Eftate. By clus I underſtand man when he hath "ROT. Wes 
attained to great riches,rogreat honour, to great pow- Eſtate is vini- 
er and authority in the world : Firſt the r:ch,yea thery: 
richeſt man is altogether vanity. How vain are riches * The richeſt 
themſelves, and all which they , when enjoyed in the © 0 yamnry 
greazeſt plenty and abundance imaginable, do furniſh 
and'accommodate us with? you may read what Judge- 
ment Solomon atter his large experience paſfleth here- 
upon. JI got me Servants and Aaidens, and had _ ws Fu 
Servants born mm my houſe, alſo 1 had great © _ 
poſſeſſions of great and ſmall Cattel, above all that were 
in feruſalem before me: I gathered me alſs filver and 
gold, and the Peculiar treaſure of Kings and of the Pro- 
vinces : 1 gate me men-Singers and women-Singers, Oc, 
then I looked on all the works that my hands bad wroaghr, 
and on the labour that I had labogred to do, and behold all 
Was vanity,&c. 
And as riches themſelves are vain,for Solomon elſe- 
where faith zhey have wings and fly aWay: Soare the 
poſſeſſors of them : As the rich man cannot by! the prgy, ,x.. 
mulcicude of his riches by any means redeem the life 6f 
his friend and brother from dearth, fo as that he ſhould 
ſtill Irve for ever, and not ſes corruption, as the P/al- 
miſt ſeaketh, ſal. 49. 6, 7,9. So cannor he keep off 
Drarh from knocking at his own Door, yea from ma- 
king a forcible entry upon him, asyou may read 
Labe 13. 70. UP 
Secondly as the richeſt man , fo'the Honearableſt * The He- 
—_ | x : - irable pei- 
perion'is alſo altogether vanity : yea indeed the higher (07 et 
any perion is in honour, he i#but vanity in a greater 
depree. 11-4 of low degree ave vanity, and men of high 
degree avs 4 liz, to be laidin the batlance they are altoge= 
ther lighrer than vanity, Pal. 62. 9. and in Pſal.” 49.12 
D MA 
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man bring in b nor abiderh not, he is lik the beaſt that 

perif th, | | 
Thirdiy man when arrivel at, and inveted with, the 
3. Man when greet nawer and auchority,even in this his eltare heis 
advancedt9 altoge:her vanicy : Ira Prixce, his breachis but in bs 
the higheſt q4}rils, and he is equally it not more fubje& co Death 


pvcr and thin the m2aneit Peaſaut. The morta! Sythe( faich one) 
aurhority is . ' F 
= is Maſter of the roy.il Septer, and it moweth down the 


Mr. Trap, Lillies of the Crown, as well as the oraſs of the Field. 
At one end of the Liberary at Dxblin was a Globe, at 
the other a Skeleton : to ſhew ( ſaith my Author) that 
it a man were the Lord of the whole world, yet he 
muſt dy, his honour and preatneſs mutt be laid in the 
dult. 

Thus we have ſhewed you what that beſt eſtate of 
nian is here ſpoken of in the Text. Itis not underitood 
of marseſtate in [xnocency ; not of his eſtate in Re» 
gemcracy; much lels of his eſtate in Glory : But of, mans 
molt flowriſhing and proſperous eltate in the World, 
namely of his beſt natural, moral, and civil eſtate, 
Thus faith the Prophet 1/aiah Cap. 40. 6. Al fleſh is 
graſs , and all the goodlineſs thereof as the flower in the 
field. Hebrew Chasao, the Piety, Excellency,and Emi- 
ney of it, that is, all humane and created Excellency 
in 1t$ beſt beauty and bravery is vaniſhing, 

How mar m Theſe are altogether vanity : firſt comparatively, 

his beſt eftare namely, when put into the Ballance with God. Behold 

is alrogether the Nations are 4 drop of the Bucket , and are counted 4s 
ug: the (mall duſt of the Ballance : all Nations before him 
. Compara- 
tively, are as nothing, they are counted to him leſs than nothing 
2. ln regard 4nd vanity, Ha. 40.15, 17, 

of inconſtaney Secondly man in his beſt eſtate is altogether vanity, in 

and inſta.li- that he hath no permanency or ftabilitie, but is continu- 

'Y. ally ſubject to change and alteration. That which ſets 
the glory of God higheſt in oppoſition to the vanity of 
the creature is, that with him there is no variableneſs, 

ner 
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nor ſhadow of turning, James 1. 17, now in oppoſition 
to this point of higheſt pertection in God, lieth the 
lowelt point of the creatures vamry, namely , thatin 


them is nothing but r4rning. T he faſhion of this World , Cor.q. gn. 


paſſeth away (faith Palit is ever patling, never (landeth 
at aitay, rhusis man even when 1n his beſt eftate * man 
that is born of a woman is of few dayes ana full of trouble, 
be cometh forth as a flower and is cutdown , he fleeth alſo 
as a ſhadow and continneth net : 1 might multiply many 
other particulars, bur] tak it, that theſe two are here 
rincipally meant and intended by vanitze, of theſe 
the Prophet had been immediately before ſpeaking, in 
the fourth and former part of the fifth verſe of the 
Pſalm. 
The laſt thing we have to do ere we comet the Ap- 


plicariou,is to ſhew you whence it is that man is ſuch a Whence ir is 
vain creature,and this I ſhall diſpatch in a wasd. The 4- that man is 


poſtle tells us that it is ſin that hath ſubjected the crea. {<4 vaiu 
Creature» 


ture to vanity, Rom. 8. 20. and faith the Preacher, Ls 
this have 1 found , that God created man mpright, but 
they have ſought many inventions, Ecclel. 7. 29. The na- 
ture of man at the firſt creation, before the lump was 
ſowred with the leaven of (in, was full of glory and 
grace : But alas man now, vea every man being become 
altogether ſinfull, he thereby is made tobe altogether 
vanity. We ſhall cloſe with this, Man when he was 
in the glory of his Innocency ſubjected himſelfto ſin 
FR_—_ , and therefore God hath now molt righ- 
reouſl 


y ſubjected all his glory to vanity. Application. 


1” The brief ſe we ſhall make of the Text and DoQrine 
follows. 


Isman, ' yea every man in his beſt eſtate altogether ?- loſtructi- 
vanicy? Then in the firlt place let us learn hence not ® 


to put our truſt or place our conhdence in man, no not 
in any of the children of men, be their outward eſtate 
never ſo flouriſhing and proſperous in the world , for 


D 2 ſurely 
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[ſurely every man in his beſt eſtate is alto gether Vanitie. 
What great means do divers in the world make to wind 
and infinuate themſelves into the tavour of luch whom 
we call great oxzs ? namely, ſuch who are great in riches, 
bigh in honour, and eminent in power and authority? 
and when they bave obtained this , they think they 
have enough , and to compals this , how will they 
fawn and flatter,complye with and conform themlelves 
unto the ſinfu!l waies and extravagancies of great men ? 
But conſider ſeriouſly with your ſelves what David ſaith 
hereinthe Text , and then tell me, whether the favour 
of any man, be he never ſo great in the world, be rants, 
of {o great worth, as that exther to get or op it, thou 
ſhoulalt by any wilful fin, incur Gods diſpleaſure? 1s it 
any better than himſelf, and is not he even altogether 
vanity ? yea, arenot men of high degree a Lie ? Ceaſe 
therefore from man, whoſe breath i in his Noſtrils, for 
wherein. is he to he accounted of ? Iſa. 2. 22. moit appo- 
ſize to this, is that of the ?/almiſt, which we have cited 
once already, Put not pw truſt in Princes, nor in the Son 


Tfal.146.3-4- of man, in whem-is no help, his breath gotth forth, be re- 
turneth to his earth, in that very day his thoughts pe- 
2. Reproof. is 


Secondly. Let.this ſerve to givea check to all cove- 
tous, or ambitious deſires, whereunto Satan may either 
tempt us, or our own evill hearts incline us. Me-thinks 
this may be a notable Argument to take our hearts off 
fromthe world; ask thy ſelf, what is it O my foul, that 
thou art ſo eager ig purſute after? Is it riches, or ho- 
nours in the World? admit thou paineſt them , what 
will thy eſtate be bettered? thou art now but a vain man, 
and-would'{t thou be vainer yet? The man of low de- 
gree ts vanity, but he that is of high degree is alie ; 

is the Scripture ſpeaks expreſlely, notwithfianding all 
that is ſpoken of the vanity of all creature-enjoyments, 
and of mans eſtate, when poſleſled withthem, yer there 
is 
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is ſo much Sophiſtry, and deceivableneſs in the creature, 
chat men are apt to think, that there is no preater feli- 
city, than to be rich, great, & honourable in the world: 
bence they indulge covetous, and ambitions deſires in 
their kearts, bur to theſe, {et me ſpeak in the words of 
David, Pal. 4.2. O ye Sons ef men, hoW long wall ye 
love vanity, and ſeek after lealing? andinthe wordsof 
Solcmon, Prov.23.5. wilt thou ſet thine eyes, or asitisin 
the Hebrew , wilt thou Cc wwſe thine eyes to fly upon that 
which ts not ? an Eagle will not catch flies, much leſs will 
ſhe make a ſlight at nothing, when no game is ſprung, 
and wilt thou make a fl;ght with thy heart, (for the eye 
which $/>»0x chiefly inrends,'tis the eye of the ſoul ) 
when nothing ſprings before thee, bur that which is 
nor ? 

Thirdly, let this Text and Doctrine be improved, as 


an Antigete againſt ſecurity : Let none put tar from-usCounſe nad 
the evil day. Firſt, ler me ſpeak to youthat are young Extorration. 


men, who are tn your be# natural eſtate; inthe flowre 
of your age, and full of your ftrengrth, in the prime,and 
pride of nature, your breaſts are full of Milk, and your 
bones movitened with marrow, Oh yet know, that 
even may, yea, every man in his beft natural _ ir at- 
together vanity , you have heard what ob faith; rhat one 
avethin his full ſtrength, being wholl 'y at eale and quiet. 
Conſider alto, and improve your duily experience : ma= 
ny as likely to live as thou, are gone down into the 


grave; Death (asis well obſerved by one) doth not ob- C4r51ton Fob. 


ſerve the Laws of nature, but the aypointment of God. 
The Law of »ature doth indeed fer death at the grea- 
teſt diſtarcce, from choſe thar are young , ftrong', and 
healthful, and faith to death , go tothe wrinkled face, 
dry bones, dry breaſts, medle not with this youwg man, 
touch not this fair, and beantifal woman, he or ſhe, 1s 
now inthe prime of their time and dayes, go to yonder 
old man, go-to rhar whithered-woman, ler theie —_ 
O 


qQyrn 
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's 
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Oh but death will not receive theſe commands , death 
will not obſerve the Laws of nature, but the appuint- 
ment of him, whois the Lord of natyre : It is appoin= 
ted for al! men once to dye: and as God hath appoip- 
ted all to dye, fo he appoints the ſeaſons of death, and 
the ſeaſons he aypoints are as various as the kinds, oc- 
caſions, and wayes of death are, and therefore death 
knocks as ofcen at the young mans door, as at the coor 
of the old man. 

Learn therefore to prepare for death, though you 
have no appearance of death upon you, in ſome we 
may ſee many Images, and repreſentations of death, dim 
eyes, palſie hands, trembling knees, ſtooping backs, in 
others we can ſee no ſign of death , nothing that looks 
like death, but their countenances are P-th their 
ſtrength clear,their conſtitutions healthful,and the like, 
yet let ſuch remember the words” of our Text, that 
Surely every man in his bet eſtate is altogether vanity. 

Secondly, let me ſpeak to you, who are rich, honou- 
rable,and great men in the world, do you alſo frequent- 
ly meditate upon this portion of Scripture , namely, 
that man, yea, every man in his beſt eſtate , is altogether 
vanity. It;srequiſite thus to exhort you, becauſe in 
this point, the world is full of ſuch fools as we read of 
inthe Goſpel of Lake, Cap. 12.19. who from the great- 
neſs of his wealth, concludedthe length of his life, ſay- 
ing,7 hou haſt goods laid up for manyyears take thine eaſe, 
eat, drink, and be merry, and ſaich the P/almiſt, ſpeak- 
ing of rich; men, Their inward thought is that their 

houſes ſhall endure for ever, and their dwelling places to 
all generations ,, nevertheleſs man bemg *n honour abideth 
not, he is like the beaſt that periſheth, this their way is 
their folly, Plal. 49.11, 12, 13. David himſelf was 0- 
vertaken with this folly, when being in proſpericy, be 
ſaid I ball never be moved,Pſal.30.6. Alas God can as ea- 
fly levell your 2ountains, as the poor mans Mole-hi/. 
How 
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How knowelt thou buc thac God may fayto thee asto . 3 
the rich man in the Goſpel, Thou fool this nighe thy Luke 12.20, 
Soul ſhall be required ot chee Albeit you arerich, great, 

a1d honorable, yer you are but men, and know it that 

man,yea every man 11 his beſt eftate'ss altogether vanity, D 
yei( as a learned divine of our Nation hath well obſer-* Reynolds, 
ved) ther2 is ſo much ſeed of pride in che heart of man, 

and for much heat(as we may to tpeak)and vigour in the 

creature to quicken it,as that men are apt toDesfiethe r- 

lelves, in the reflexion of their own greatneſs, I might 

Sive you ſundcy inſtances of this, both our of ſacred and 

profane Hiſtory. As that of the Babylonih Monarchs 

recorded [/ai, 14. 14, and 47. 7,8. and of the Prince 

of Tyras recorded Ezck, 28. 2. And Ihave readof 
Alexander the great, that he perlwaded himſelf, that he 

was the Son of Fupiter Hammen , And Sapores, King Rex Regum 
of Perſia wrote himſelf King of Kings, Brother to the frater ſolis og 


Sunand Moon, and Partner to the Starrs : with ſundry £2", perticeps 
yderum.nec 


others of this nature. _ | Re 
But however you may fancy your ſelves, know it that ,,, 

were you Princes, yet you are but Sons of men, andye 

ſhall dye like men. Ler me cloſe this with that excel- 

lent admonition of Scaligerto Cardan ; his words are Exerc.148. 

theſe, I would ever have thee remember,that thou, and 

I, and others are but meny-andif thou knowelt what 

man is, thou wilt eaſily underſtand thy felt to be no- 

thing : for my own part, I am wont to ſay, we are not 

ſo much as men, but * pieces of men, of all which pur, —_ 

| - o es bomi« 

together ſomething may be made, not great, but of each,;, 

of them ſundred, * almoſt leſs than nothing. * Pone mians 
Laſtly, to cloſe all, is every man in his beſt eſtate alto- quam nibil. 

gether vanity ? then look out after a better eſtate than 

this which David calls mans beſt eftatre. This is buta 

natural eftate : look thou atter a ſpiritual eftare : 

this but a werldly eſtate, look thou after an hea- 


venly eftate : this but that which recommends you 
r9 
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ro men, but look thou after that which may recom- 
mend to God: Yook out after an eſtate of favour 
with Godthrough Faith in Chrit Feſws : this (my be- 
loved) is not vanity, bur ſolid ſubſtance : by thus doing, 
you ſhall have riches, and honour, yea, durable riches, 
Proy.$.18,19, and righteouſneſs: My fruit faith wiſdom, is better than 
20, 21, Gold, yea, than fine Gold; and my revenue than choyce 
Silver : Tleadin the way of righteouſneſs , in the midi 
of the paths of Judgement, that1 may cauſe thoſe that 
love meto inherit ſubſtance , and I will fill their trea- 
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to men, but look thou after that which may recom- | 
mend you to God: Yook out after an eſtate of favour 
with God through Faith in Chrit feſws : this (my be- 
loved) is not vanity, bur ſolid ſubſtance : by thus doing, 
you ſhall have riches, and honour, yea, durable riches, 
Prov.8.18,19, and righteouſneſs: My fruit faith wiſdom, is better than 
20, 21+ Gold, yea, than fine Gold; and my revenue than choyce 
Silver : Tleadin the way of righteouſneſs , in the midſt 
of the paths of Judgement, that] may cauſe thoſe that W 
love meto inherit ſubſtance , and I will fill their trea» 
ſures. $ 
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SERMON 


Preached at the 


FUNERAL SOLEMNITIES 


Of the HONOURABLE 


FRANCIS PLERREPONT, Eſq; 


Third Son to the Right Honourable 
ROBERT late Earle of King#on, upon 
the 18 of March, 1657. 


P SAL. 37, Ver. 37. 


Mark the Perfef Man, and behold the Upright, for 
the end of that Man ts Peace. 


» Have a double Text afforded me to preach 
on , from both which God ſpeaks to yon 
this day : The one that portion of Scri- 
— pture I have now read unto you ; the 0- 
ther chac ſad diſpenſation of Divine Pro- 
vidence, which hath occaſioned our pre- 
ſent Meeting together, namely, T he late 

VS Death, and now ſad Funerals of that Per- 
ſon of Honour, whoſe Hearſe we have now followed. From 
the former God hath ſent me (his poor vaworthy Meſlenger) to 
A3 preach 


—_— 


The Upright Man, 


preach unto your ears , by the latter God himſelfe hath preached 
ro your eyes. I ſhall earneſtly pray that by both God would 
pleaſe to ſpeake to all our hearts , that wee may be taught tg 
make a due improvement both of his word and works, 

But tocome to the Text. The words that I have now read 
unto you,and indeed the whole-Pſalme, they are a Pill againſt that 
prejudice,an Antidote againſt thoſe diſcouragements that may he, 
and oftentimes are raiſed in the minds of men by carnal reaſon a- 

ainſt the wayes of God from the proſperity of the wicked , and 
afflictions of the Godly in the time of this life, That thisis the 
maine ſcope of the Pſalmiſt is plaine to every intelligent Reacer, 
So that the ſcope of the Pſalme is this, namely to comfort and 
frengthen the hearts of Gods people againſt the troubles of 
their minds,ariſing from the preſent flouriſhing eſtate of the wick- 
ed, and the low condition of Gods people. Now this the 
Plalmiſt doth ſeveral wayes. 
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1 Firſt, By diſcovering the ſhortneſſe of wicked mens pro- * 
ſperity , and the certainty of their ruine, ſhewing that hoxever { 
the wicked might proſper for a time, yet their proſperity is but ? 
ſhortlived, but their ruine inevitable : this you have layd down } 
in the 2.9, 10. 13.and 20. verſes with divers others ; which *# 


aſſertion he further confirmes from his own experience as to mat» #- 


ter of fat inthe 35 and 36. verſes. 


2. Secondly , By ſhewing that that little the righteous enjoy 


inthis life, is much better , and much ſweeter then all the abun- 
dance and revenues of the wicked. verſe. 16. 
3. Thirdly, He aſſures the Saints of God that even while 


they are under the greateſt preſures of preſent troubles Godis | 


ſtill preſent with them ; that be neither doth, nor will forſake 
his people in their loweſt conditions, or greateſt ſtraits , but 
is ever neer untothem to uphold , provide for, dire& and prote&t 
them. This is at large laid downe in the 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 28, 
33, and 34 verſes. 

4. Fourthly , And moſt eſpecially the Pſalmiſt removes the 
ſtumbling block of the proſperity of the wicked , and the affli- 
Qtions of the godly by dire&ting men to look beyond the preſent 
ſtate of things to the end and iſſue of them, to look beyond the 


preſent exigencies of the righteous unto the future happy wo 


And bis Happy End, 
and bleſſed iſſue God would undoubtedly pive unto all their 
troubles. He would net have men haſty to judge from the preſent 

ſure of affaires, but to ſtay a while, and diligent weigh and 
obſerve Gods dealings and difpenſations both towards the godly, 
and towards the wicked ; which as you have fully laid down in 
the 3.4.5. 1$. and ſeveral other verſes, ſo eminen'ly in the 
JT Text, and the verſe following. In which verſes the Pſalmiſt 
, Y makes adire&t oppoſition betweene the godly and the wicked ; 


and that in a double reſpeR. 

1. Firſt, In their different wayes or properties, The one isa 
perfelt man, the other a tran/greſſonr ; the one upright, the 
other wicked. 

2. Secondly , In their end , the end of one is peace, the end 
* {| of theother 5s to be c#t off. 

But to come to the words of the Text. There are divers read- 
ings of theſe words, though all to the ſame fenſe for the ſub- 
ſance of them. The Interlineary renders them cuſtods integrum 
it vide eltum , quia noviſſiwum viropax, forhislaſtend is, 
or will be, peace. 7anins and Tremellins render them , O%/er- 
uintegrum , et aſpice retum. Unto which our tranſlation an- 
lwers,0bſerve,or marke the perfett man. Piſcator renders the latter 
nord (onfidera reftum conſider the upright, Others render the 
Hebrew words DN and TW? by theabftrat, So the Chaldee, 
Syriack, Septuagint, Athiopick and Arabick verſions. The 
Chaldee paraphraſe, Serva integritatem, & reſpice rettum,quia 
ſnis hominis eſt pax. Keep uprightneſſe, and reſpe& the up- 
tight man ; doe nor onely behold him , but behold him with an 
je of reſpet, for ſo God doth , ſoas to give him a peaceable 
end. The Syriack thus, obſerva fimplicitatem , et elige refti- 
Indinem , quoniam finis bonus viris pacir, Obſerve ſimplicity,and 
chaſe uprightneſſe, becauſe there is a good end to men of peace. 
The Septuagint and Echiopick render the lattey clauſe of the 
terſe, quoniam ſunt reliquie vire pacifico, But our Tranſlation 
ls full enough to the ſenſe of the Text, | 

To ſroccen to the Diviſion of the Text, In it you may ob- 
ſerve theſe parts. 

1. An a& enjoyned. Aark, bebold. A double at orthe 
the ſame for ſubſtance twice repeated for the more effeRual o_ 
ng: 
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fiog the duty upon us. 
2. Secondly , The objeR of this at , rhe perfef? and wprighe. 


his end is peace. 


Anh WA, 
3. Thirdly , The ſpecial obſervable we ſhould take notice of ® 
concerning this perfe& and upright man, and that is his end or © 
the reaſon why we are thus to obſerve the perfett man, becauſe Þ 


Or the Text may be divided into theſe two parts. Here is r, 
the godly mans property, and 2. The godly mans priviledge, & 
His property is perfetion , his priviledge is peace. Hereis the Þ 


ſaints charaRer , and the ſaints Crown;He is charaRerized by 


uprightneſſe or lincerity , and crowned with peace. Here is © 
the Chriſtians way , and his end, his motion , and his reſt; his & 


way is holineſſe, his end happineſſe; his.motion is towards per. 


fetion, and in uprightneſle, his reſt is peace at his jour- 


neyes end 


As to the further-explication of the termes I ſhall remitt it to 3 


the handling of the DoErines. 
The Doctrinal concluſions from theſe words are two, 


Firſt, That the end of perfett andupright men #1 peace. Or, 
T hat how trouble(ome ſoever the preſent eſtate of upright min may 


be , yet their end is and moſt certainly ſhall be peace. 


Secondly., That God would have men diligently to 6b/erve & - 
Weigh and conſider his gracious dealings towards his prople, and 


the good 5([ue he gives to all their troubles , ar a meanes to quiet 
their hearts under the preſent proſperity of the wicked,and affiftons 


of the godly. This latter Doctrine I gather from thoſe words Þ 
AHark and behold ; The doubling of the expreſlion intimates Þ 


how much it is our duty to doit, to obſerveand conlider Gods 
gracious dealings with his ſaints : as if the Pſalmiſt had ſaid do 
not paſs a ſudden, raſh and harſh cenſure on the upright man 
becauſe you ſee him under preſent aflitions , but ſtay a while 
till- you ſee the end and iflue. It is the end that crownes the 
ation, therefore be contented to ftay till you ſee the upright 
mans end and then paſle ſentence. ButI intend not the proſecu- 
tion of this doctrine, unleſſeas it may fall in the application 


of the former. The firſt Do&rine is that wbich by Gods alliſtance 


F 


I ſhall inſiſt on;viz 


T bat 


And his Happy End. 

That the end of the perfelt and upright man is peace, 

In the proſecution of this Dofrine I ſhill obſerve this Method 
I ſhall 1, explicate the termes of the Text and DoRtrine. 2. Con- 
frme it by Scripture and reaſon. 3. apply it : In the explication 
of the Termes of the Doctrine I ſhall firſt ſhew you, Who this 
perfe& and upright man is? 2. What the upright mans end is, 
which is here ſpecified? 3. What chat peace is the upright man 
ſhallenjoy in his end > or in what regards the upright mans end 
isand ſhall be peace. 

The firſt particular to be explained is what is meant by the per- 
"7 fe# and wpright many. They are two ſeveral words tending to 

axpreſſe the ſame ching, namely ſincerity of heart, and upright- 
nels of way, The latter word is exegetical of the former, he tels 
you whom he means by the perfet man, namely , him who is up« 
tighe, The Hebrew word ON is in other places rendred by upright. 
Plalm18.23. [ was alſo #pright before him, and the ſame word 
n Gen, 25.27. is rendred plaine; Jacob was a plaine man &C. 
the Sepr#agint reader it 2a ©- non facatur , non 6tns. 

Now for the more cleare opening what is meant by perfeRion, 
me are to note that there is a twofold perfeRtion. 1. Legal, 
2. Evangelical. 

1, Firlt , Legal perfeftion, which is a full conformity in the 
whole man unto the whole will of God But this is not the 
jerſetion meant in the Text, for we may look 'and look lon 

* | rough ere we find ſuch a perfeRt man on this (ide heaven wn. 
" I tlisis that which is uſually called by Divines perfe&tion of degrees. 

2. Secondly , There is an Evangelical perfetion made mens» 
tion of in Scripture, anc this is twofold, 

1. A perfection of Juſtification without us npon the imputa- 
tion of the righteouſneſle of Chriſt unto us, And the Saints of 
God are perfe& with this perfe&ion : - There is no guilt left 
uremoved, no fin committed left unpardoned unto beleevers 
but they are all waſht away inthe bloud of Jeſus Chriſt. The 
tobes of Chriſts righteouſneſſe are large enough to cover all 
the deformities of the ſoules of Gods people. Of this per- 
e&ion is that Scripture to be underſtood, Heb.10.14. By owe 
ering he hath for ever perſefted them that are [auftified. And 


is] call our Evangelicall perfeRion , becauſe howver in ſome 
re- 


” 
+ 
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reſpe& it may be called a legal righteouſneſs or perfeRion,name. 
ly as it relates to Chriſt ( Chriſts righteouſnels fully anſwering 
the law both in its precept and in its chreatning ) yet as it relates 
to us, it is purely Evangelical, it being not done by us , but by 
Chrift for us, for itis upon the account of the Grace of the 
Goſpel,that the righteoulineſs of Chriſt is accepted for us,and that 
it is revealed, applyed, and imputed to us, 

2. Aſecond kind of Evangelical perfeRion is in reference to 
SanRification; and itis that which is uſually called a perfeRion 
of parts, when all the parts and faculties of ſoul and body are 
ſanRitied, and all the parts of SanQification are wrought in us, 
ſo that we are ſantihed wholly and throughout inevery part, 
though not ſanCtifed in any part wholly and perfetly. And this 
the Goſpel calls perfection , for as he (though bur a child) may 
properly be called a perfe&t man, who hath all the parts of a man, 
though thoſe parts are not yet grown up to the:r full meaſure ; 
ſo is that Chriſtian accounted a perfe&t Chriſtian in a Goſpel- 


ſenſe , who hath a thorow work of SanRification wrought in his q 
heart; and this is the perfetion ſpoken of in the Text, which is Þ 


indeed the ſame with fincerity and uprightneſs of heart. To 


this ſenſe Pagxinze renders the word ON in the Text, perteR. | 
i.e. Non frandulentns conſilijs, non varins (ed ſimplex , and © 
further, he is one qui doFrina er fide erga Deum integer, & co- | 


ram hominibas ſine reprehenſione, bonam habens conſcientiam , and 


he deſcribes perfe&tion to virtas contraria werſutie, & prrverſi- © 
rati., As tothe other wordin the Text NW? rendred »pright, F 
the Septuagint render it ſometimes by Jiza:& Juſtus, Job 1.1. Þ 


ſometimes by «a1%v%s Verus, Job 2.3. ſometimes by </%s 


Reflus Judg 17.6. ſometimes by xalapds Purys, Job 33.3. An [ 


upright man is a right man, s.e. (ſaith Pagnine) one qui neutram 
in partem deflettit , qui nec favore nec minis movetur, met nec 
premiis, nou (mum ex eo quod facit honorem, aut commodum, (ed 
Dei gloriam & proximi utilitatem querens. A very full de» 
ſcription of the upright man. 

Some obſerve that when theſe two words are joyned together 
the former is taken for inward ſoundneſs, and plainneſs of beart 
toward God, - the latter for outward juſtice and rightcouſnels 


towards men. Thus indeed the Godly man is both plain hearted, 
an 


# 
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nd plain-dealing too, Bur I look on the latter word as explaie 

ino the former. 

But for the further opening theſe words, it may be here que- 

IT fioned, how and in what regard the upright man may de cailed 

© Y aperfe& man, ſeeing there are ſo many tailings and impericRi- 

| gns in the beſt of Saints ? 

: Belides what account hath been already given,namely, that the 

2 upcight man is perfe& in regard of the impuration of Chriſts righ- 

I teouſneſs, and wich a perfeQion of parts, there are two more re- 

I feds, in regard of which the upright man may be titly called a 

- I perfet man, 

1, Theupright man isa perſeR man in his aimes, deſires and 
indeavours': He is one that deſignes perfection, and levels all his 
aimes, deſires, and indeavours at it, perfect holineſs is the white 
he ſhoots at, and ever hath in his eyes, though he cannot attain 
un:0 it, but falls abundantly ſhort of it 

PerfeQion of holiaels is the aime of Saints on earth, but the 

FT reward of Saints in heaven : Itis the duty of Saints militant to 

| labour after, but che priviledg of Saints triumphant onely to 

| ÞF joy. Now God accepts of the will for the deed, and accounts 

«> kis people, rather by what they would be, then by what chey 

me, Origen ſpeaks well tro this purpole, duplex rt perfe 6t10, ws 

| uque tft in cxpletione virtutum, alters, cum quis proficit , 

| + ad anteriora nitityy : Nor is that ſaying of Sexeca 

 Þ (though a heathen) impertineat to this purpoſe , pars magna be- 

* Þ riatis oft velle firri bonum. Now it is this perieRion the Saints 

 ÞT « God attain unto. God calls him perfe& that would he ſo, 

and that would have his imperfeRions covered, and cured: In 

the (ame ſenſe, that he that is born of God may be laid not to 
commit ſin, 1 7+6.3.9 may the upright man be laid to oe perfect, 

He deth not commit in, 4. e, He doth not makeſin visde gn ; 

nn facit prccatum , (cd patitur potins, {aith Berxard; He 

luffers ſin rather then doth it, He is ſo far from making fin his 
work or delight, that it is his greateſt burden and affliction : 

And God chargeth not thoſe (ins upon his people which cheir 

bearts are ſet againſt, for (as Auguſtine ſaith) peccats nob's row 

":cenr fi non placent , thoſe (ins ſhall not hurt which doth not 

pleaſe , ſo now on the other ſide, the aime and deſire of the up- 


light heart is accounted by God for the at and thing i; _ : 
B al 
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ſhall conclude this particular with that ſaying of one, Chri/;. 
ani ſumus affettu pitins quwn eff«(tu, et maxima pars Chriſtine 
»iſmi eſt toto prft-re velle flere Chriſtianum, So I fay the greats 
et part of a Chriſtians perfection in this life conſiſts in a lincere 
deſire and endeavour after it. 


his preſ.nt tender.cy, and in regard of the end and iſſue he 
ſhall ac lalt moſt certainly arrive at. Hethat is now an upright 
man ſhail mott certainly ar laſt bea perfect man.Uprightnetle i. :n 
a tendency towards perteion , as the child who at preſent hath a 
perfe&tonof parts,is in atencency to be a perf. & manin regird of 


2. Secondly, The up'ight man isa perfeRt manin regard of Þ 


—_ 


C-> 


{trength,ſtature 8nd degree, ſo the upright man, whois now 
perfect in regard of parts , ſhall beſo at lalt in regard of degrees: 
ſo that the Text calls him a perfe&t man, not ſo much in recard 
of what he now is -as to Cegreecs , as in regard of what Cod ins 
tencs to make him , for whom God hath made upright , ! 
will make perfe&t Matth. 12.20. eA bruiſed reed ſpall be x 
break,ard ſmoaking flax ſhall he not quer ch till he ſend ſ5r:th jndges 
er tis vittory, Philipp. I 6G. He which hath begun A Fnca WAITE 
in vow, will perfo: me it untill the day of Jeſus Chril, Andi 
fo much ſhallſuffice for the opening the firſt particul:r the ſubjeR? 
of this propolition,z #z. the perte& and upright wan : The tur. 
ther opening the nature of ſincerity I ſhall reſerve for application, 

2. The 24, particular to be explicated for the move ful! and 
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cleare underitanding of the Text and Doctrine is to erquire what 
is here to be underſtood by the upright mans end: F-y z/e »4 
of that man is pexce, Now this expreſſion comprehends theſe 


thiee things, which may beall gathered frum che notation and } 


uic of the Hebrew word in the 1 exc 

1. Fiſt, The Hebrew word 55NY rotes the erd or iſſu* of 
a buſineſie or undertaking; and ſo 't nay well be taker inthis 
place, namely for that good and con fortable end and fu: God 


will give to all the upright mans troubles , and unto a1] his at» } 


ings and undertakings. And into this fen'e the * yrizck Verlion 
agrees, wh ch is tranſlated firis b:-r#: vircg parts There flo] 
be a good iſſue co the tr ubles and #fli-Rions of all vpright mn: 
thovgh his begirning,ond progreſs to, nay be ſull of perpl-xig 
troublcs, yet his cnd will be reſt aud peace, God will at 15ſt 
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deliver him out of all his troubles, Pſalm.34.19 ard find a way 
for his people to eſcape the hurt of all temptations, 1 Corro.13z. 

2. Secondly, By the end of the upright ran may be here 
underſtood the end and period of theupright mins Natural life 
as well as of his troubles. His end(1 e.)his death ; the Interitaeary 
renders the Hebrew word by : ;/: - am, his laſt end , what ever 
troubles tae upright man may mect with or lye under wh le he 
lives, yet when he comes to dye, he ſh2ll be {ure to have reft 
and peace, and to lay down his aking head and teart in the bo:om 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Iſaiah.57.2. Hr ball enter ints peare, they 
fall reſt in their bedr,cach one walking in his uprightneſſe. 

3. Thirdly , By the end of the uprig'1t man may be underſtood 
the ſeed and poſterity of che upright\man. So the Seornagine 
render the word in the Text »:/14+1e , his relits and remainders 
thoſe be leaves behind him they ſhll be bl-fſed. He ſhall leave 
a blefling of peace behind him unto his ſeed and ofſterity after 
him. If God ſhould nor viſible deliver him yet his poſterity ſh!l 
fare the better for him , God hath bleſlings laid up in ftore for 
them, and I find theword :nthe Text ſoufed, Plam 109.13, 
Let his p:ſterity be cut off, Now that the upright mans poſterity 
hall be bleſſed is proved from Pſalm. 37. verl. 25.26. 1 have 
hen young , ard now am old, yet have 1 not [een the righteous 
for/akew , nor his ſeed begeivg brial, He is ever merciful and 
lndeth , and h:s ſeedis bleſſed. Plalm. 112.2. His [eed ſhall be 
michty on earth , the gewrration of the wpright ſhall be bleſſed. 
Ard that this is at leaſt comprehended in the Text as a part of the 
meanin2 of it, ſcemes cleare to me from the verſe following the 
Text, whiere 1t 15 la d he end of the wicked ſh ill be cut \ ff, which 
is oppoſite to the end of the up.ight man: now by theend of 
the w cked ſee es to be underſtood (and it 1s fo interpreted by 
divers } the poſterity of the wicked and 1 fee no reaſon why 
all thre? interpre ations May not well be taxen into make the 
fente full. 1. God wi'l give a good iſſue to his troubles. 2, He ſtall 
have peace in his dzath,and 3 God will blefle his poſterity, 

3. lheetird prr:iculir to beexplicared in the 01ening of the 
Text and Dottrine is what is here me int by peace. Or what peace 
it is which the pertect and upright man ſhall injoy ar his end? 


A5tv the word p/9W Face ; it isa very comprehenſive word 
B 2 Tr 
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including all ſorts and k:nds of bleſſings both temporal and ſpt- 
ritual, and both may be here comprehended. The word notes 
tranguillitatem, et oppontt ur perturbations conſuſiont & ſedition; as 
Pagnin notes, It notes alſo proſper um reruns ftlatum, unde bac vice 
utuntrr in {alutationibus bexe precantes; Hence when any wou'd 
wiſh well unto others in their ſalucations , they were wont to 
wiſh,reace unto them, 

But I proceed to ſhew more diſiintly what is here meant by 

eac?. 

P r. By this peacein the Text may be underſtood externall peace. 
This Text i« ſometimes fultilled literaily unto the people of God , 
and that either , 

1 By Gods cauſing bis people after many troubles in their lives, 
in the clole of their cays to enjoy even outward peace and proſpe- 
rity. God ofter times after a ſtormy and bluſtring day ſends a 
calme ard quiet evening unto the upright man, Thus God 
vraciouſly dealt with Jobas you may ſee in the 43. Chapter of 
that Booke, 

Or ſecondly the end of the upright man may be ſaid to be 
peace even in regard of outward peace; when God takes him 
away , though by death before ſome great calamities approach- 
ing towards a place or people. The upright mans end is peace 
though he die in Warre, when God takes him away from the 
evill to come: 1/a.57.1,2, though the righteous man ſeeme to 
periſh, and though he may be raken away by a violent death, 
jet his end is , and he enters into peace. 2. King. 22. 20, is tO 


be interpreted , where 7oſ6ah is ſaid to be gathered into the grave | 


th. s 


in peace , though hedied in battel, becauſe he was taken away *' 
before thoſe ſad calamitiesthat came upon F«dah ,” which God | 


had threatned againſt them, as the following words in that verſe 
clearely prove. But this is not the Principal thing meant in the 
Text. 

2. Secondly, Therefore by the peace ſpoken of in the Text 
is underſtood peace with God. The upright man , though he 
may and ſhould have all his dayes Warre and contention with 
men, yet hehath at preſent , and ſhall be ſure at laſt to have 
peace with God, Hedies in Gods fayour , though he may live, 
and ſhould dic-under mens frownes, And this peace with God 
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And bis Happy End 
is the fountaine of all other true and ſolid peace; flowing from 
ſuſtification by faith, Rom. 5.1. Being juſtified by faith we have 
peace with God. This peace indeed upright men have while they 
live though they do not alwayes feele it, But they are ſure to 
have it eminently at their end. 

3. Thirdly, By the peace ſpoken of in the Text, which is 
the upright mans end, is to be underſtood peace of and with their 
own coniciences; though the upright man hath croubles without 

et he hath peace within; though he may have few friends a- 
lad, yer he hath one at home, a friend in his own boſom , 
eamely a pacified conſcience ; yea though he may have much 
pnquietneſle in his Conſcience at prelent through unbelief and 
uneven walkings , yet all theſe ſhall be quieted atlaſt, *Tis 
true, I grant, this peace is not alway vilible to ſtanders by , nor 
ever ſo far ſenſible unto the uprighe man himſelfe, as that he is 
able to diſcover it unto others; and therefore we are not to 
judge of mens ends ſo much by their expreſſions of peace and 
and joy at the time of death, as by the courſe and tenours of 
their lives and converſations ; and let me adde this further , that 
uſually when any of Gods people want peace , when they come 
to die,it is from ſome failer of uprigheneſs in their lives, the ſting 
of which may wound the conſcience of one, who hath been 
wright in che maine bent of his heart. Ir is the unevenneſs of 
Chriſtians lives that is uſually the cauſe of their deſpondencies at 
death's approach ; yea and God may ſomtimes ſuffer the Sun of 
upright men to ſet in a cloud, as to vilible appearances of joy 
and comfort, for the juſt puniſhment of wicked men, that 

thoſe who would not be won by the holineſs of their lives, 
ſhould be juſtly hardned by their ſeeming uncomfortable Deaths. 

And this you may be aſſured of that if Gods people do want ſen- 

ſible expreſſions of joy , yet God alwayes keeps up the hearts of 

upright men in away of humble dependence, and holy recum- 
bency upon Jeſus Chriſt, they ever Ciein faith , and that is the 
ground of peace. He thatdies in faith dies in peace, and if there 
be any gracious foule concerning whom you cannot fay hedied 
with joy, yet this Epitaph may be written upon the tombs of 
all upright men, which you have recorded Heb. 11.13. Theſe 
all died in faith, This is a third kind of peacecomprehended in 
the Text and doctrine, P 4A 
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4. A fourth kind of peace the upright man hath at his end \ is F 


peace with men, or however from men. His end is perce with 
men, ard that borh ss to the frame of his owne heart \ he freely 
forgiving and praying for his hitrereſt and «ruelleſt eremies,& alſy 
incwar utu«lly uprig'it men leave a good name beln-d them, and 
ſo tweet a favour from their holy converſations, that their 
worlt enemies cannot but ſpeake weil of them , when they are 
dead, though they muſt fiercely oppoled them when living, Pro, 
10.7. The mem ry of riemuſt 15 blefed, the memory of Top 
right men is precious oftimes ar ong the wicked but alwares 
among the rizhteous;or ſecondiy if they have not peace with men, 
yet to be ſure the end of upright men 1s peace rom 1; en, fivm 
all che w:ongs and injuries that hive been offered them by wicked 
and ungodly men v: hile they lived here one earth; then they ſhall 


be out of reach of all the rage of men, though here they were KF 
the Butt of all their malice, yet then neither the arrows of wick. Þ 
ed mens invenom*d tongues , nor the ſwords ef th: ir hands can $© 
hurt the upright man; he will then be beyond the GCunſhote of Þ 
them all:thatin Job 3.17,18,19. | There the Wicked cra/e frim © 


trouklivg ard there the weary be at r'ft ; thire the prilc>evs 14]t 106 


gether thy heare not the voice of the oppreſſour, the ſmall ard great Þ 
are there, and the ſervant is free from bis AMafer, | though in Þ 
ſome ſenle true of all , yet is eſpecially applicable to the upright Þ 


man. 


imports a quiet reſignation of h:mſclf ard all his unto Gd, 
The upright man quietly and confidently re(.gnes his { ule vrto 
Gel, ai dcancommir h's child:en , friends ard deare{t :elat ons 
unto God as his and the:r beſt friend and Father. Peac: n ay 
be here oppoſed to perturbati--nof mind , and to all anxious. n1 
ſolicitous cares and feire: relating to poſterity, The upright man, 
as he can truſt God with his ſoule, {- he can cruſt him with 211 
h's temporal concernments, le can qureily and with conte: t- 
ment leaie his children and all re ations unto Ged+ care, provi- 
ſion and prot. ion ; he knowes he leaves them with a beter 
friend and taiher, then ever he was or could beto ihe» An 
excelle t paſſige was that of Lur-er tothis purpoſe, who d aw- 
ing necrc to death iaid, Lind hun haſt given me nife ard 64laren , 


5. Fifthly, the end of the upright man is peace, as peace Þ 


4 
4 
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witri, doce, ſerve, wt haltenus me pater,pupillorum , et judex 
viduarum;, I returne them back to thee, Do thou maintaine, 
tech and preſerve them, as hickerto thou hait done me, thou 
Father of che facherleſſe, and judge of widowes. 

6 Laſtly by peice may here he underſtood a ſtate of peace 


Fry 
+ 1 


| and happineſs, which the upright man enters into at death. Z: 
4 at Ceath he enters into poſellion of per fer 

df: and happineſie, atiate of p.rtet freedome frem all mitc- 
wable-m-Ktn9 evils both of tin and atthcetions , and into the enjoy» 


s 
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ment of all happy-maxing n:ercyes, both of grace and glory. 


The upright man at death ſhal) be at peace from ſin, that curſed 
nmite that hath ſo long perplexed him ; from Satan with all 
lis fierce afſaulcs and ficrie Darts, and from this preſent evil 
ford with all its entangling frares. But here before I leave the 
eiplication of the terme I ſhall anſwer one queſtion, which 
50h1s, 

Why or in what reg-ra 15 it ſaid that the end of the upright 
min 1s peace? Have nct up ight men peace betore their end , 
wen immediately upon belcevirg2 Doth not the Scripture ſay 
tom. 5.1. Berg jultiſiedby faith we kave peace wita Gd throng () 
wr Lr { fe'ns ( rift ? 

To this I anſwer, That the upright man in this life , and that 
nn then when he lies under greateſt troubles, either inward 


/ it outaard, bath a trme and ſtable ground of peace? Fe 


nh a conſtant 2rd never failing rigat to peace; yea , lehath 
be bepinn'ngs ard firlt truits or pace, yet atiis nd h. hath 
pace eminently , ard that in thele 3, repeats 

1. Jhe upright man at his end ſhall have full and perfect 
pace, now uprigf t men have onely talies «ft t! 1s peace, tut 
Men they (hall have full meals. Now they gather bur the clutt» 
es of Canaan , but then will be the virtzge ; row they lave but 
the {ir{t fruits, but then they ſhal reap the tuil harvelt ai.d c:op 
of joy and comf.rt, Haith. 26.3. 7 cow fo bt k op firm in pv jolp 
Me &. The Rebrew is peace,neaxcr ; peace and nuthirg elie 
di: pe:ce, pexce even 25 much as bis heart can told, 

2, The up: hc mans end 15 peace enrnently, for then he ſha'l 
bac aud enjoy uninteriuprel peace; thentagre ſhailuo nwre 


be 


Jhave n1 bonuſes, Lands or Portion ro leave them; Sed tibs riddc; 
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be any ebbings or flowings either of grace or comfort , as now 
there are;now the molt uprighc men are ſometimes up in joy and 
beleevi-g, and anon down againe in ſorrow and deſpondencie 
of Spirit ; but then chere ſhall be no interruptions in his enjoy- 
ing God , there will be then no clouds of unbeleefe or any other 


fin hiding Gods face from the ſoule , no interpoſition ofany 


ſublunary things betweene the upright man and his God to e.. Þ 
clipſe the lighc of Gods countenance from ſhining upon his Þ 


ſonle, 


3. The upright mans end is peace eminently , for then he ; 


ſhall be poſſeſſed of everlaſting peace, the peace and happineſſe # 


he ſhall then enter upon , ſhall never have an end. 


And thus you have the Doctrine proved and explicated. I ſhall | 


conclude this head with that ſaying of Zernerd, uprighr men , 
have gaudinm in re, gaudium in ſpe; gaudium de pi[[eſſione , Þ 
gaudium de promiſſiove. The ſame I affirm Concerning the peace © 


mentioned in the Text; they have it both in poſſeition and in 


hope , they haveit in regard of thoſe things they already poſ. # 


ſeſle, and alſo in regard of what they have in the promiſe. 
Having explicated the termes of the Text and Dotrine, 1 


3 Som 5 . 


now proceed to the ſecond generall propounded in the proſecu- # 


tion of the DoRrine, namely to give the reaſons of the Do. 


Arine, why che upright mans end is, and moſt certainly ſhall 


be peace? 


And the firſt is, becauſe the upright man hath the ground and Þ 
foundation of firme and folid peace. He hath an intereſt in that & 
which is the only ground and foundation of fhirme and laſting Þ 


peace, and that is the favour of God , and the blood and merit 


of Jeſu; Chriſt, Now where the ground and cauſe of any thing Þ 


is, there the effet muſt needs follow ; but upright men, they 
have an intereſt in Gods love and f:vour , God is reconciled 
unto them, and therefore peace muſt needs follow and bethe 
iflue. Grace mercy and peace are uſually joyned together in 
Pauls ſalutations; now an upright man hath an intereſt in both 


the ſormer, he hath already been made partaker of graceand Þ 
mercy , of Gods free love and favour , and of pardoning mercy | 
and ti!erefore he ſhall at laſt moſt certainly partake of peace allo, | 


as the effeRt and conſequent of the former, © An; as be hath an 
N- 
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ereſt in the favour of God, 1o allo in Chriſt the author and 
furtaine of peace, and in that precious hlyod chat procures 
and purchaſes it, He hath an interelt in Chritt who 5 the Privce 
ofpeace, and cherefore will give peace toall his pzyple Yer © b-:(t 
plaid co be owr peace, Epbeſ. 2.14. he having purchiled uc by 
tis blovd ; He certainely who hath God to be ts God , and 
> I Chrilt co be his Saviour , his end-muit needs be peace ; but to 
, © |] hath every uprig'1t man. 

© J The end of the upright man is and hal! be peace ſecondly, 
, © | tecauſe he hath the root of peace within him and that ts righ:e+ 
s ouſneſs,an inward Principle of Spiritual life and grace;and he who 
hath ehe root which is righteouſneſle ſhall cercuinly at lait bring 
fi forth che fruit which is peace. //a. 32-17. 7re work «of 3:gbre» 
. wneſſe ſpall br prace; and the 'ﬀ. & of righreon/neſſe, quietn ſe and 
1 aſwance for ever, This however at theupright mansend, if 
© | cotbefore For as itis with plants and trees , though the truir 
| zppear not in winter, but be kept in and down by nipping troſts, 
jetinthe ſpring it doth appeare, and ſhall be gachered inthe 
Autumn ; ſo though ſins and affli&ti»ns may nippe the Godly 
] nuns peace at p:eſent, yet .t (hall ipring up againe, and he ſhall 
[aft garher che fruit of it, 

The th:rd reaſon of the DoQrine viz. why the upright mans 
nd is peace, is becauſe the upright man hath walk*c in the way 
i peace and theref-:re ſhall attaine ic at his journeys end. Ho- 
| lreſſe is the w..y to happineſſe, uprighrneſs unto peace ; Holi- 
zkhach been the upright mans way, and therefore certainly 
lppineſſe ſhall be his end. Whereas on cheother fide wicked 

{Ten are deſcribed to be {uch as Me ve not knowne the way of peace 
| nd therefo-e they ſhall never <njoy it, but deſtrufion and miſc- 
| Inartin their wives, and ſhall bein their end. Rom. 3.16 17. 
© | Forthey who walke not in the way, and uſe not the meanes lead- 
© | ing to ſuch an end ſhall never atcain that end. But yuprightneſs 
beings the way to peace, they who walkein that way ſhall be 
lure ro attaine it. 

The 4 ground or reaſon of the Doctrige is drawnefrom the 
ph!eouſneſls of God , which engages him to give peace to his 
7 people at lift, ro recompence thole troubles 2nd (ufferings they 
£7 wve undergone for him here. 2, The/. 1.6.7, Seeing it is 4 
bd C righ;te 
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righteous thing with God to recompence tribulation tothem that 
trouble you , and te you who ave troubled , reſt With n:,&c, Which ® 
et is not to be underſtood as if theſe ſufferings of Gods people % 


deſerved peace and reſt, No , the Apoſtle tells us Row. $.18. 
T hat the ſuff. rings of this preſent time are not worthy to be goygj 
pared with the glory that ſhall be revealed in #5.S0 that the recom- 
pence. of reward beſtowed upon Gods people is of free grace 
and meer mercy: And wheait is ſaid to be righreows with Gee 

this righteouſneſſe ariſeth nst from any proportion between 
the ſufferings and reward , but from the promiſe of God where- 
by he hath engaged to beſtow it. 


Reaſ, 5. Thefifth and laſt Reaſon, why the end of the upright man is 


peace, is becauſe the upright man is at peace with his end, He 
1$at peace with death it ſelfe, ſo that death is no longer an ene- 
my , bur a reconciled friend , its ſting being taken our The 
natureof it is altered unto beleevers from what it is unto wicked 
men. It is not now the gate of hell, butthe doore of heaven, 
It's not the end of his happineſs, but an entranceinto 


glory , and the end of all his miſeries. Death is made his , | 
I. Cor. 3.22, Death is there put into the Saints charier, its 


enrolled in the inventory of their goods and chattells, and reck« 
oned among their cheifelt and choiſeſt priviledges. 

I proceed now to the application of the Doftrine. 

The firit uſe of the*-point is by way of inftrution. And 
there are ſeveral practical leſſons or inferences that may be dedu- 
ced from this DoCtrine. 

1. The firſt inſtruction, or inference is this. Learne hence 
that there is a great deal of difference between the godly and 
the wicked , as in their way, ſo alſo in theirend. Theend of 
thr upright man is peace, but the end of the wicked is to be cut off 
There is no peace to the wicked ( 1/a. 57. laſt. ) neither in lite, 
ror at death, God himſelf hath ſaidit, and therefore wicked 
men have no grouud to expeR it. All you who are profane per- 
ſons, or hypocrites and hollow-hearted Profeſſours expet no 
peace, but read your doome in the verſe following the Text, 
EVE... ro be deſtroyed together and to be cut off. No peaceto be 
lookt for , eſpecially at your latter end, when you come to die 
then your greateſt miſery begins, However you may boulſter 
up 


/ 
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vw, and pleaſe your ſelves with falſe hopes while you live, yet 
when you come to die theſe will faile you, and thenif you die 
in your ſinnes , there will remaine nothing for you but 4 fe-r fu 
luking for of wrath and fiery indignation, Heb.10.17 Oh flacter 
not your ſelves therefore with your preſent worldly enjoyments , 
hat conſider what your end is like ro be, It will be with you 
who have enjoyed hl of Creature comforts, of Riches, Ho- 
J nours, pleaſures, if you have not uprighe hearts, as with the 
rich man in the Goſpel Z«ke. 16.22. at laſt ke died , and there 
was an end of all his enjoyments ; and the next newes you beare 
of him 18, chat he was 8x hell tormented there, verl. 23.24. 
So will it be with you: Die you muſt , and Hell wil be your 
Portion : wicked men they have the work at laſt , but now the 
bpighe man hath his beſt ac laſt. Prov. 14.32. Trerighteons hith 
bp: 4« his deatk,though this way may be rough and troubleſome, 
yet his end is peace. And cherefure one faith well /mprob: dum /pi- 
rant, perantjuſtus,etiam cum expirat,{perat, Wicked men while 
I they have life , they have hope : Bur the bipocrites hope ſhall 
» | periſh; their hopes expire with their lives : when chey brea:h 
© Þ out their lives, they breath out their hopes. But now wheh 
© Þ the upright man comes to dye , his hopeis freſheſt and moſt live- 
ly,and he breathes out his ſoule into his heavenly Fathers boſom. 
| Bur here ſome may objet ; Ido not beleeveallchis: Forl 
ke many of thoſe chat you call wicked men die as pezceably 
ven as the ſtriſteft, 

To this | anſwer , that indeed wicked men may ſometimes die 
with much ſeeming peace. But, 

Firſt, The hypocrites and wicked mans ſeeming peace proc. eds 
from the ignorance of his ſtate , not from the goodnels of his 
| 7 fate, from the ignorance of his miſery, not from the well groun- 
>, dd knowledge of his right to bappineſs. His peace is like the 
© blind mans peace, he is upon the pitts brink, and yet he feares 
no danger . b:cauſe he ſees none; did he {ce the dangerous pre- 
cpice he (tands upon his heart would ake.Such is the wicked mars 
peace, he is re:dy to drop into hel!, bur he ſees it not : did 
he behold the pitc of hell he is ready to fall inco , the flames of 
bell that are ready to ſeize upon him , it would make lus heart 


to tremble. And is this peace delireable > Truly ng, Thus 
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mans peace is fo be pittied , notenvied. Suppoſe he do poe 
hoodwinked to hell, there his eyes ſhall be opened to behold 
his miſery. : 

Secondly , the wicked mans ſeeming peace is from the ſecurity 
of his heart, not from the ſecurity of his eſtate. It is carnal 
ſecurity , not peace of conſcience. He is faſt a ſl-epe indeed , 
but is he ever the further off from danger ? when the manis 
faſt aſleep, be ſleeps ſweetly , and never dreames of danger, 
he mzy have a ſwords point at his heart, a fire in his houſe , and 
that ready to ſeize upon him , yet he ſtirs not, and will you call 
thisxcace? Such is the wicked mans peace; there is a knife 
at his throat, the ſwords point of Gods wrath at his very 
heart, the very flames of hell ready to ſeize upon him , yet he 
ſtill remaines faſt a ſleep in ſecurity ; but he ſhall awake, if not 
bere, yet hereafter; aid then he will feele himſelfe burnirg un- 
der Gods eternal wrath, 

Thircly, The wicked mans ſeeming peace is not peace, but 
preſumption. It is built upon falſe and therefore fading grounds, 
It is built upon ſomewhat in-himſclfe, not upon Jelus Chriſt , 
row this will not laſt alwayes, Ne, if thel:ghit of the word 
do not diſcover the emptineſs of the grounds ot his confidence 
hee, yet he ſhall have ſo much light even by the flames of hell 
hereafter as to ſee the vanity and falſeneſs of them. It is the 
endly man only that hath true peace and joy both in life and 
death Gamndizm proprinm piorum +ft., ſaith eAugnſtine : and 
itisa good and true ſaying of Seneca, So/a 24 tus proftat gandi- 
wm prrpetunm , ſecurym., But on the other hand the hypocrits 
peace muſt needs be fading, becauſe it is falſe, Cadyca /rTr, 
grerynque fucate ſunt; (ſaith Cyprian) whatever 1s falle, 
15 fading, 

2. The 2",inftruQion, or leſſon is the duty of the Text. Ten 
make the perfift man , behold the upright. Learne to obſerve 
and improve Gods dealings and d:ff;rrent diſpenſations towards 
the godly and the wicked; eſpecially improve them to beare up 
your hearts againſt the troubles of the Godly , ard proſperity 
of the wicked , conſidering their different ends. 

3. The third inftruRtion is, if the end of the upright man, 
acd him on'y be peace, then envy not the proſperity of the wi: 
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ed, Alasit isbut ſhort-lived, it will be ſoone at an end. P/al. 


37.2.10.13. They ſhall be ſcone cut down 4s the graſs , and nither 
ut thr greene herb. Tet a little whils, and the wicked ſpall net 
hi——T he Lord ſhall langh at him far he ſerth that his day is com 
ing. Wicked men have their portion in this life, it is all they 
zre ever like to have , and they are like to pay deare for it : 
envy not therefore, but pitty wicked men in the ruffe ef all 
their jollity, 

4. The foorth inſtrution is, Then judge not the uprighe 
man as one forſaken of God becaule aftlited by God, or per- 
ſecuted by men; judge bim not by his preſent condition, but 
ſay Gods time, ftay till God hath done with him, and you 
will then ſee a peaceable end after a wearyſlom way. And as 


1] ve ſhould not judge upright men from cheir preſent afflitions, 
| ſogeither ſhould they judge themſelves the leſs beloved of God, 


becauſe afflicted ; bur ler them wait Gods time, reſting aſſured 
that God will make good that promiſe he hath made unto his 
people. Row. 8.218, That all things ſoall Works together for geod 


] tothems that love Ged. 


5. The fifth and laſt inſtruction is, if the upright mans end be 
peace, then let none be diſcouraged from embracing and entring 
won the wayes of God atfirſt ; or from continuing , and go- 
ngon in them , becabiſe of any dangers or difficulties attending 
mnchem. What though the way be rugged, theend will make 
imends for all ; judge not of Religion by the ruggedneſs of che 


| ray, but by the bleſſedneſs of the end. Eooke not ſo much on 


the payne of Religion at the preſent, as on the gaine of Religion 


| inthecloſe. Its peace you are in a tendency to now, fixis concils- 
| atmedijs amorem , the end commends the means. And the 
| prace ſpoken of in the Text is that which is worth che labouring 


after, and ſuffering for : whatever you. have done or ſuffered , 
or what ever you may yet doe or ſuffer , you will never repent 
of it, nor think your labour lot, or coſt and paines, too 


©} much , when once you come to be poſſeſſed of this peace. 


The ſecond uſe of the Doctrine is an uſe of examination , to 


© | put all of us upon the ſerious inquiry , whether we be uprighc 


perſons, ſuch as have a right to this peace, We have heard 


have 


”® 1%. 3 
LIED 


22 


Charatters. 


The Upright Man, 


have the qualification , unto which the promiſe is made, we 
ſhould ( every one of us ) ask our hearts this queſtion, Am 
I theupright man ? Is my heart ſincere and perfeRt with God > 
I might here urge motives to enforce this duty : But 1 need lay 
no more then the words of the Text, The end of that may is 
peace, ' There is naturally a kind of icching humour in the minds 
of men whereby they are deſirous to know the ends and iſſues 
of things; ſome are ſo deſirous of this, that they will goe te 
the Divel, rather then be ignorant of them. Bur 1 can dire& 
you to a lawful way to know what your end will be , what the 
end and iſſue will be of any trouble and afflitions : Do bur prove 
your fincerity, and I can tell you what your end ſha!lbe, 7 
dare aſſure you in Gods name, it ſhall be peace : 1 ſhall there 
fore indeavour to lay before you ſome charaQters of the upright 
man, and of that uprightneſs which entitles unto peace. 

The firlt charaRer of uprighcneſs and of the upright man is 
Unirerſaliry , and Uniformity in his whole eourſe and carriage 
towards God and men. The upright man is univerſal and uni. 
form ia his reſpe& to divine commands. He doth not cry u9 one 
duty and cry down enother , praiſe one duty with the allowed 
negle&t of another , but he approves, ard indeavours to pra- 
iſe every known duty. And indeed he that doth not every 
thing God commands in dehre , purpoſe and indeavour, he 
doth nothing in a right manner or from a right Principle. Sexe» 
ca deſcribing a virtngus man (Epiſt, 120 )layth of him, that he 
is idem ſemper , et in omni attu par fibi , Reis alwayes the ſame, 
and inevery a like” himfelfe, . Which may be well applied to 
the religious man: and the ſame Author in the ſame Epiſtle,O/ter- 
adit virtutem conftantia et omnium inter ſe alttonam corcoraia, 
Oh how will this Heathen ſhame many profeſſed Chriſtians, 
whoſe ations have no futablenefſe, nor bear any proportion 
one unto the other> And the uniformity of the upright mans 
obedience expreſlech it felfe m two particulars. 

1 Firſt, The upright man is careful of duties both' to- 
wards God and toward man, of both firſt and fecond table- 
duties. And this muſt nesds be thus, ſeeing all che commands of 
God are linked together. , Lex tot « rſt una copulativa, ſaith 1/y- 


ricus, The upright manis a holy man , onethat makes conſci- 
ence 
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ence of his duty towards God : the Septuagint render both 
words in the Text by 309:&, Sanus, Prev. 2.21. Dent, 32.4. 
He is no perfeRt or upright man who is not a holy man, how 
juſt and righteous ſoever he may be in his carriage towards men. 
And this cutrs off all meer moraliſts from laying claim to ſince- 
rity, fuch T meane who are exactiy juſt and righteous in their 


| carriage towards men , but altogether careleſs in diſcharge of 
| duty they owe to God : This moral juſtice is highly commen- 


Gable, but he who hath no more 1s not an uprig}-t man in Gods 
xccount. This may do others more good here then it is like to 


ſhort as wide, The profane perſon , he ſhoots wide of Heaven, 


| never comes within view or ken of heaven. Burt the moſt exat 


moraliſt, if he be no more , ſhoots ſhort ard lo is like to miſle 


| the marke of happineſſe ? He may not be far from the kingdom 


of heaven, but he is never like to come there, if he proceed no 
further in Religion then nature and reaſon can conduct him. 

On the other ſide the upright man isa juſt man. Heis and 
nuſt be juſt ro men as well as he is holy in his carriage towards 
God, yea he cannot be the one in truth without being the 0- 
ter, The word 1”? In the Text the Seprxagine render by 
ines, juſtus F+b.1.1.8. Heisa juſt man, he is onethat will 
bno man wrong, he will not raiſe himſelfe or his family upon 
te ruines of others, ner wil! he impoveriſh others to enrich 
inſelf. Gen. 6.9. Noah was a jult man and perſet, The hy- 
verite may put on a guiſe of Rel gion with the Scribes and Pha- 


'] tkes to cover his unjuſt deſignes and praCtiſes. Matth. 23.14. 


Vounto your Scribes and Phariſees , hipocrites , for you devour 
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£14 the Tables, in which the law was ingravea , were written 


waows houſes, and for a pretence make long Prayers, But this 
hres not the upright man doe. No, this is far from upright- 


>, for ea non ejt religio , ſed diſſimulatio, que per omnin 
wn conſtat fibi , that is not Religion but diſſimulation , which 
4] doth not in all things agree with it lelfe : »un eft vera riligio , 
| 1ve cum templo veltyquitar ( faith Liftantins,) That is not 


rae Religion which is left at Church doore. No, true Re- 
gion will goe with a man to his family,to his ſhop, to his cloſer, 


on 


do his own ſoule hereafter if he goe no further. As one illu- MreCnrnal 
1 frateth it well, a man miſſeth the marke as well by ſhooting 


The Upright Man, 


on both ſides, ſo theupright mans heart, which is a Copy and 
and tranfcripr of the law ot God, is written on both ſides, Now 


| hypocrites , ſome of them ſeeme to be very fairely wricten on 


one (ide; look on them in their carriage toward men , they are 
candid and ingennous. Bur turne the other ſide; looke on 
their carriage towards God , and there is nothing of Rel.gjgn 
to be ſeen or read in their families and Cloſets. There are of 
chem alſo that ſeem to have much of piety , bur view them in 
their ſhops and dealings with men , and « ou cannot ſpel| Chri. 
ſtians out of any of their ations. But ſuch as theſe are at be& 
but half Chriſtians, they have nothing of real religion in them. 
for divine commands, and graces are linked together; and v4. 
#115 1a fine alijs rulla eſt laith Gregory, one virtue without ang« 
ther is none at all. Bur as inequality in the pulſe argues &tem- 
per inthe body ; ſo inequality in mens converſations arpueth 
much rottenneſſe in their hearts; but where there is an untorme 
reſpe&t ro Gods commands , he is the upright man whole end 
ſhall be peace. 

2. Secondly , the upright man expreſlech the univerſality and 
uniformity of his obedience by performing the molt unpleaſing 
duties, and renouncing the moſt pleaſing fins. I fay upright- 
neſle lies very much inthis, ina readineſſe to embrace, and an 
indeayour to praQtiſe the moſt hard and difficult duties, cl:ofe 
that are moſt unpleaſing to fleſh and blood, and to renounce the 
moſt pleaſing, profitable, and advantax ious finnes : upright- 
nefſe will carry the heart through che moſt d:ficult duties. He 
is no upright man, who picks and chuſeth what he likes beſt in 
Religion, bur layes afide the reſt , he thac will praQtiſe the eaſie 
part of Religion, ſon e external duties, or ſuch duties only as 
are in credit, and may be performed with fafery , bur lets alone 
more and hard difficule duties , or in parting with fins will part 
only with thoſe he can beſt ſpare, is far from uprightneſſe. Ser- 
v1, qner doex D.mins juſſir ea facit tant ummoay que vilt jans 
non Dominicam voluntatem 1mplet [ed ſuam, laith Salvian; that 
ſervant which performes onely thoſe commands of his M.lter 
wh-ch he will, he doth not fulhl kis Maſters w.ll , but his own, 
Bit now the upright man cheerfully goes about thoſe duties, 
which doe moſt chwart his owa interett : ſee an inltance of this 
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And bis Happy End, 


in Abraham , he can offer up his //aac at Gods command Ces, 
1212. A:d this is made the evidenceof his uprigitneſle thar 
hecould and would deny God nothing, Oh can you part with 
cur /ſaac at Gods command, facri-ce him to God , namely 
our deareſt luſts and deareſt comforts? The upright man is 
anethac ( at lealt in the vent of his heart) can pzrith tor God, 
Thus Eſther. Chap 4 16 He can poe on in a way of duty, 
thongh danger , yea death ſtare him inthe face, as Di-/ and 
thethree children did. And as the upright manis willing to do 
nolt unplea.1ng duties, ſo to renounce che moſt pleaſing . pro- 
frable and cuitomary linnes , Chis David pleads as an ev:dence 
of his ſincerity, P/alm. 18.23. [was al o upright b-fore him 
axd I k:pt my (elfe from mine iniquity. He can be content hig 
Diana ſhould be pull:d down ( to Chritt may be advanced ) 
though I:15 gain come in that way, or it be the ladder, by 
which he may climb up to honour. But if there be any fin the 
heait is unwilling to part with , it arg4es the heart u::found , 
one corruption indulged proves rottenneſs in the heart. For 
4 it is not enough te denominate a man heal hiul , becauſe he 
'snot lick of a fever, pleurily, or plague, unleſs he be free from 
all other d:ſeaſes , ſo neither is freedome from ſome ſinns an evi- 
tence of lincerity , unlefſe there bea hatre'l of all. The up- 
right man yeelds ablolute obedience to Gods commands with. 
owe caring or d ſputing, Examine whether you be thus uniturm 
in your obedience. 

Secondly , A ſecond charafter of the upright man is truth of . 
heart, The perf; and upright man , he is a man of truth 
And I find the Sep:wuaginr rendring both DN and M2” by ard iis 
vers, The former in Dxter. 32.4 the latter in 7-6. 2.3. And 
we fiad a ſincere heart a true heart. Hebr. 10 22, £-: 19 dv! 
were with a tru? hiare &c. And P/a, 57.6, Sincerity is called 
truth in the inward parts, B hold thin drſpreft truth in th t4s 
ward parrcs & Now this truth of heart notes 2. Uhirgs, 
1. Reality, apnofed to that which ts fained , or counterteic 
2, Con'ormity to the Rule , oppoled to t-Iſeneis. 

1. Truth ot hearc notes reality ; an upright man he 15a real 
man. He is one, that is inde:d what te ſeemes to be: He 
G{ires not co ſeem beter then he is , but would be —_— 
D IC 
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* Zrace anſwering to graze, grace in the heart anlwering grace 
in 


The Upright man, 


he ſeemes ; there is a conſonancy betweene the upripht mag's 
heart, and his tongue , between his lips and his life. He oths 
not pretend one thing and intend another , nor dare h he mak 
Religion a cloake or cover tor 1 is linful carnal a'd corrupt de} 
ſignes. The upright man is one whole heart is & giped® 
in every duty he pertormes to God vor mer, , he is ſounZ at heart, | 
not rotten and hollow hearted as the hypocr te is, We reading 
Scrivtureof a ſound mind 2.Tim 17,4: dot a hear: (cn-d in? 
Geds flatmtes, P[e, 11980. Ardthisis the fincere and upright | 
heart, But now the hypocrite, though h.s outlide may be painks | 
ed, and look love.y , hs inſide is filthy and rotten, he is a meer 
complementerin Religion , he gives God ; ood words , but ng. | 
ahing of afteRion or realicy apperres in any of his ſervice-.Butthe Þ 
upright man is one without guile, ( as Natbaxiclis deſcribed | 
to be , 7oh-, 1.47.) viz. hedoth neither deſgn, nor indulge | 
Suile in his heart, Uprightneſſe is the law of God writtenin the | 
heartsnot onlyin the heads oft men The bypocrite is a meer Maſt ? 
erof cerimonics in Religion, according to that of Anguſtin ſperks | 
10g of hypocrites, quaſi Conantiy quarere  timent invenire. 

2. Secondly, 1he truth of heart, which is the charaRer of 
uprightneſle notes as reality , ſo confn'ty to the rule, The 
conformity of the heart unto the ruleof Gods word, it 1s 0p» | 
poſed to falſeneſs of heart. That is true wh'ch anſwers and is | 
conformable to its Rules; that's a true Coppy which anſwers to. ' 
nd agrees with che Original. He is an upright man, whoſe 
heart anſwers to the heart of God, who isa man after Gods 
own heart. So David is deſcribed to be As. 13.22. and he 
was an unripht man. Tre upr:ght man is conformable unto | 
God. His heart ecchoe's unto divine commands, P/alm. 27.8. 
When thon ſaid/t, ſeek ye my face, my bart [ati unto thee, 
thy face, Lord , will I ſcck. He fulfils all Gods wills in Cefire 
and endeavours; he hath a heart a: large as the con;m:nd , atlealt 
in the bent of it, Hence beleevers are ſ1id 2, Pet 1.4. to be 
made partakers of the Divine norure, Wiiich is, when there 18 
a ſut..blenefſe in the motions of the heart unto . he cunmr.ds 
of Cliriſt, and in the a&:ons unto the patrerne +14 example of 
Jeſus Chrift, Of the fulneſs of © hriſt receiving grace lor grace, 


And his Happy End, 


in Chriſt , as the picture, or rather Image in the plas doth: 
to the man, 2. (0-4n. 3.18, Beholding , as in a olaſt; the 


lrg of the Lord ave changed into the ſame Imize, Now t'eve 
54 txofold Image, Imago in piftura, and [martin (pronto, 
the pi Yure Fath only ſome darke refſem bl :nce- of the man, but . 
11 thy [Image in the glaſs there are not only the hneo -nt of a 
man, ind che proportion ofeach meinber , but th notion 
for m»'0n; If you ſmile, fo doth the Image 17 «wi. laſs, 
ifyou - -*p, fodth hat, Thus it is with the upright man : ihe 
hp-crit. may be as a dead picture of Religion, bui the upright 
manis the moving and | vely Image of Chritt. Su then he who 
walkes by rule , by che rule of the word, aid according to the 
pattern of Ch-iit , he is rhe perfeR and upright wan, whioſe 
ead is and (hall be peace. H br 10 22. Let uw draw nter with 
qgtrue heart ;; [timmediatly followes with full a([ur ance of faith, 
He who hath atrained to truth of here, beisin Gods way un- 
to full aff ran e of faith , and conlequently unto peace; ſearch 
and try therefore your hearts by this character, 


A third character of ur ghtne $ is putity of heart. The up» Chirat7er 3, 


nght man 1s one that is purein heart, The word DN is by che 
Seprw.gin: rendered xeIap3s Gen, 20.5 6. ſoalſyis WW? 7.6.33.3. 
the upright man 15 one without enixture, he doth not mingle 
fith (ia and corruption, fin i» indeed in hishearr, but his heart 
is not in fin. 1 do not ſay, be is pure without (in , but though 
linbe in him, yer h « he rtremaines fegarated from it, ani ſet 
apainſt ir He is fti]] wo kirg it out. Thus Gods people are 
delcribed 1 7 hn.3.3 Wioſorver hath thir hove in lun, pur » 
firth kinſcl'e, even a4 be ts prove. eAlt1.15 9 pevifyeing the y 
bearte by f-ich, And it is ob/ervable that in both thoſe placs 
it is not ſaid that faith hath abſolutely purified their hearts, or 
that be chat hat this hope is altogether pur..ied from (in, but 
God continues purifieing bearts, and he is prrficing bis heart; 
tis his daily work, Sin 18 n0 10gredient into the frame and con- 
ſtirurion of che godly man's heart; but now a vicked man the 
very frame of his tieart mingles with corrupti'-n, This 1s fer 
torch by the re.emblance of a pot chat hath the ſcu n boyling 
into 1t E 21 24.12 Now this renders the 1quor alcogecher 
ule, Corrupuon may ſome.imes boyle over in the heart of 
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Character 4. 


The Upright Man, 


an upright man, but then he skims it off and caſts it away, it doth 
not boyle into It; the heart of the wicked man 1s like 4 ſtanding 
water or poole; if any durt or hith be flung intoit, it abies 
there , & dlercles at the hotrome , bur the heart of the upright 
man is li .e a ſpring or to.ntaine of living and runnirp waters , Þ 
if any curt teflurginto it , it worKkes it Out , fo purifieth it ſelfs. 

Oh earch and try your hearts, whether you have this char: er 

of an upr gt heart, that yeu are continually working « ut cor- 

rupuon ; tur to luch peaceis promiled, P/a/m .73.1. Truly Ged | 
4 pocd io [/rnel , even toſuth as are of acleare teort, Mah 

Q. Bleſſed we: he pure in heart , for thy ſp + fee Ged, And lure 

they w'1o ſhall ſee God , their end mult needs be peace. 

A fourth charaQer of the upright man is ſimpl city and plain- 
neſſe of heart, and wav, The upright man is a plaineman. | 
and this 's oppoſed to craft, ſubilty ardcarnal policy. Heeis, Þ 
one, as Pagnine oloſſeth, that is not fraudulerin con/ilins, | 
yen Varia, led fimplex, This is the charaQer given of 7c 6, ® 
Gen. 25-2}. Jacob W454 a platne wan, The Sepre-apirt rer.der it * 
dn Aa non fits , non fucatus, Aquila a TMs Simplex a \ 
man Without folds, not like a ſerpent that can wind }imſelf in 
and out, Yea DT is ſometimes rendred by Jiaos manifeſtws 1S,m, 
14.41. Give 4 perfeft Lot. i,e. a clear, manifeft one. lhe * 
upright man is a cleare-!pirited man; a upright hearted man 
doth gutdeſire to lie hid, ſeas not to be known what Religion 
he is cf; te is not a canniv? hurter as Eſau, He is one that 
lleers his courſe in Religion by Principles of piety , nut rules of | 
policy ; by Scripture-light, not intereſts of ſtate. He Cares 
not ſubjeR his own conſcience te is pol cy, be doth not ſo much | 
enquire what is ſafe, as wh.tis warra:itable. Though hecon- * 
demne not the wiſdome of the Serpent , yer he ſo allowes »nd 
uſeth it, as he will be ſureto maintaine the innocency of the ? 
Dove. He is not afrad to own Religi-n for teare of being | 
counted of a party. A notable Scr'prure thatis (1 wiſh it were | 
writtcn upon doores, yea inthe hearts of Policicians) P/alm. |} 
10.2. 1 will behave my /elfe wiſely in a perfett way. Upright» 
neſle doth nor deſtroy prudence , or policy , but duly regulates 
It, Chriſtians may, yea muſt walke wilely . but then it mult 
be in a perfet way, ſo farr as may conſiſt with a good conici- 
ence, 
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I h:ads do 


And his Happy End 


wee, An upright man mokes policy ſerve Religion, not Re- 
Ig 0n ſudſervient un:0 pol cy, Heallowes Religious policy, 
but be abhoxres politick Religion, And truly men of preat- 
its, and deepe worldly wildome had need take heed their 
t ou'=grow their bearts: But ſee they bring all 
ber deſignes and ations unty the word of God, and try 
them by that, ON examine your hearts, whether you have 
this (mplicity ard plainneſlz of hzart: For tiiis is that, that 
| wil br.og peace in the latter end, 2. Cor, 1.12, It was ſimpli- 
tity, acd Godly fincerity , not worldly wifdume that admini- 
fied caule of rejoyceing unto Parn/, and ſoit willto you, 

A fiſth character of the upright man is ling'ereſs, and inte- 
erity. of heare, The perfect and upright manin the Text is a 
man of integrity, a tingle-hearted man. Uprightneſle is ſer 
forth in Scripture by thele and fuch like Phraſes, * ef ſing/eepe 
Uatth, 6 21 fingleneſſe of h'art, Atts2 46 oneheart ( E zek. 
11.19 ) not a divided one. A new heart Exzth 36 26mand that 
new heart is 4 Whele heard. Pal. 119 2 Its cailed a God 
falr, Numb. 14 24. and the Seprwagint render the Hebrew word 
d; 6h%s rotus Levit; 25.30 4 full yeare, And by #noxanges integer 
Eeth. 15 5. Now theie exprefiions carry in them the'erwo 
things eminently , as thoſe wherein integricy , and finglereſle 
of heare mainly conſiſts, namely chaſing God only, end, 
following God tully. 

1. Theupright man expreſſerh and ey.denceth the integrity 
and (inglenefſc of his heart in chuling God only, God is the 
U:12ht man's choice, God is his center, where he reſolves 
to fixe, ſeeking no wheie elſe for happinefle, He chu eth 
God for his portion, and accounts him his exceeding reward, 
This was the frame of the Pſalmiſts Spirit. P/alm. 73.25.26. 
Wm have | in heaven but thee? «And there it none npon earth, 
that | can de fire beſides thee, My fl-ſb and my heart failets , 
but God is the ſt-ength of my hrart , andmy norton for over, He 
lookes on Religion a« the one ching neceſſary, and all other 
things ( at leaſt ſo farr as they hinder him in bis chriſtian 
courie ) but as incumbrances. Oh ſearch , whether this be 
the frame of your heart. The upright man fing'es out God 


from all othes things , both as his objeR , and as hisend ; .. 
the 
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The Upright Man, 


the obje& of his faith, hope,delire, love, feare, joy and delipht , 
and as tbe end of all his ations,and undertakings, Herce thay 
phraſe of a ſingle eye. Marth, 6.22. The bypocrite ſces 
double, He never lookes ſingly at God, but at God ang 
the world together. The fypocnte bath a fquint eye, lookes 
many wayes at once: He ſeemes to looke full in your face, 
when yer he lookes snother way. The hypocrite hath an ge 
to his profit, pleaſure , honour, friends, relations; and yet 
all this while he ſeemes to looke God full in the face, asithe 
had choſen him alone, The upright beait 15 that oxe heart pro. 
mifed Ezek. 11.19 oppoſed to a double mind, ard 4 divided 
heart, to one that hath a beart and a hear? , a teart devided 
b<tweene God and the wor!d, God and his Juſts, But now 
the hypocrite is & double minded man lo the Scripture termes him 

«mes 1,6,8. He is one in ſuſpence, knowes not which way to 
cake, Sometimes he bids faire for heaven; but then againe 
he repents of his bargaine, looking on it as a hard bargaine, 
and che way to heaven as to ftrit for him. Tt e hypocric hath 
a heart ( ſeemingly ) for God, anda heart for the world alſo, 
but the upr'-ght man bath but one heart, and that heartis fi 
God. Theupright heart,is an heart one with Chriſt , and no- 
thing elſe, God will be ſerved with, yea hedeligh $in a b:0- 
ken heart: But he abhorres a double and div.ded heart. Try 
your hearts by cl-is charaRter, Is God your only choice > For 
the end of this ſingle hearted man is peace, He who ha h 
choſen God will never repent of his chuice. e4&; 2 46. you 
find gladneſſe and ſinglenefle of heart joyn'd together. 

2. Seconily, The upr'g'\t man maoif« ſteth his int: grity in 
that be fol.owes God ful y; he ſerves God with his whole 
heart, with a whole heart and not a holl-w heart ; his wi cle 
ſoule, mind, will, affeions are allerg ged for God P/alm. 
I19.2. That ſeek him with bis while heart. Niimb 14,24 Cas 
leb fu filled afrcy the Lord, His heart wisentire, and full for 
God. He filled vpevery duty, place, aid relztion with |ive- 
ly aff Rivrs, the excerciſe of grace, and the fait ful dil- 
charge of duty. Uprightaeſs is char, whic: fills op all our cu- 
ties and all our »3Qions. Anuprighe man 18 a (ull man . but an 
hypocrite is a empty man, Reve/. 3.2, { have wit found thy 

Workes 


And his Happy End, 


| [ worker perfe & , memanpouire | have not found them full, There 


workes made indeed a fire thew,, but they were empty, Ihe 
h»pocrices du:1es, they are all empry duries ; heis ful month'd 
but empty hearted. There is a vacn«m in his heart ard ſervices, 
There are great deſputes An detwr vacuwm; whether there be a 
vacuum in nature. But certainly if it be to be found any where 
it isin the ignorant mati's head , and the hypocrites heart ; Hy- 
pocrites duties ard performances may be full of parts , gifts 
exp efſions, as the works, of Sardis were; elle ſhe would 
not had a name to live, bat they were empry of «ffet'n, 
grace, and experience. Buttche upright mans duties are fi'ied 
with grace, His prayers are full prayers, full of Hanvlity , 
faith, tervency, His hearing is fiiled with revererce, meek» 
neſſe, faith, reſolutions ot obed:ence. Fach rejation fill'd 
with a careful diſcharge of the duty of that Reiation, An ups 
right man hath not only a full head , but alſo a full heart. An 
bypcr:te is for the form of God'ineſſe, bur not the power, 
Buc the upright man is for both, he is 'orthe union, of the 
formeand power of. Godlineſſe , wbich is the life of Reiigion 
35 the ſeparation of them is the very death of Religion. Exa- 
mine your uprigheneſs by this charaRter , as that which intitles 
unto peace. He that thas followes God fully , hs end ſhall 
be peace, Thus ie was with Caleb. He was brought t:- the 
rolſelfion of Cara: at laſt, though be was long in the wil- 
dernefle firſt, And fo ſhall every vp:ight maa ar laft find reſt 


inthe heavenly ( anaas. Charaitcy 6, 


The (jxth character of the upripht man is, He is one that 
wmalkes before God, and that w*ik-s with God, I tind up- 
ripheneſs in Scripture ſer forth by thele expreſſi»as. Sorrtimes 
by walking before God. Gen. 17 1. waike thou b: fore me, ord 
be thou verfe, The pertet, upright man is one that w2:lkes 
before God i.e. He walkes alwayes as in Gods fight and pre- 
ſence. He indeavours to »pprove himielf uno God, r:ther 
then unto men, P/al. 16.8. / bave ſer the Lexi almwayes b: fore 
me, becauſe be is at my right hand, | ſhall nit be moved, He 
ſets God alwayes before Þ+1m, acd himſeife 8Iwayes before 
God. He walks as continus1lv under Gous ?lIfcein; eve, +.d 
therefore he lookes to his inwaid , as weil as his ourward my 

A.. 
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The Upright Man, 


And he that doth thus, his end ſhall certainly be pece, «5 ic 
followes in P/alm, 16.8. Becauſe he w at my right hand , I. full 


xot be moved. But now the hypocrite lo-:kes only , Or (at laſt ): 
cheifly unto man hiseye, and his approbation. His workes 
may be exad before men, but they ar. wt full, perfelt, (R:we, 
3 2.) i2©710y 7% Ot, before God: And this 1s charged on the ® 
Church of Sardis as her (tin, The hypocrites workes may have 


a very faire gloſs tothe eyes of men, be full of piſts and ſeem» 


ing z:al, as the workes of Sardss, but they were cot {ull before 


God the ſearcher of all hearts. He ſaw ſomewhat to be wart- 
ing inthem , yea the main requifice of all other, +4z. the heart, 
Oh ery your uprig! tneſle by this character, 

Yea further the upright men is deſcribed to be one thar 


walkes with God as well as before bim. Heis a man of much® 
communion with God , one chat deſires, in:dcavou's, and 
makes it his great defigne to maincaine Conſtant, and uninter-® 
rupted commun on with his God. Gey. 6 9. Noah was juſt xd 


p:rfeft; And how did this zppear? He wa'iked with God. 
This is made the evidence of his perfeRion- - His heare was: 
working towards God : Walking is aneven,, ſte:dy motion, 


Oh ſearch your hearts. Do you ſtudy to mai:itiine commu-® 
nicn with God? Then your end will be peace Yea it is a ® 


ſigne that you are at peace with Gud already. Amr 3.3 Can 


two men walke rogerner - except they be agriea ? And you have 


an example of et.isin Enoch Gen 5.24. Enoch walked with Cd, 
The Syriack and Septuagint render it he pleaſed Gia Which 
agrees with the Greek H:br. 11.5. And indeed they w!i.o 


walk with God, th:y pleaſe Ged, and io ſhall be ſure at lat KF 


to enjoy peace. : 

A ſeventh charzRer of the upright man is this. He is ore 
that Coth all from God, andallfsy God. God is the up:ihr 
mar;*s Principal, and God is his end, His Principle is d'vine 
ipflueace, derived from Jeſus Chiit, His end is the glory of 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt. Theſc to zre inſeparable. He cannot 
ac for Chriſt, chat doth not aRt fromhim , no man c.naR a- 
bove his Principle; now no P:inciple can lead the ſoule unt9 
God, but that which comes from him. The up'ight man ſees 
all his well-ſpriogs of ſtrength, and grace in Chit, and there- 
fore 
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And his Happy End. 


T ore tercherh all from hum. He as notonly f:om the ſtrength 


F; ofnarural-parts, the improvement of reaſon, from natural con- 
) ſence, or common gitts, but from union with Chriſt, and a 
Y rinciple of grace received from him. Oh examine your bearts, 
A rhecher you be tuch as do all you don Religion trom Chriſt. 


Andasthe upright man doth all trom Chriſt, ſo he doth all 
| for Chriſt, God is the upright man's end, God-glorifyicg, and 
F-1 God-enjoying are the rwo great deligns of the upright man. 
Z | Theupripht man is one who can ſerve God for nought but God 

iinſelf, knowing that it he hath God, he hath enough; yea, 

{lhough be hath nothing elſe; He can be contented, and 

ell ſatisfied, if he enjoy Godin 2ny duty, ellate, or condition, 
| phatever elle he may be diſappointed of. He is one that values 
Gods intereſt above his own, and makes all his intereſts ſtoop to 
Gods. But now the Hypocrite, he makes God, and Religion 
| foopto, and ſerve his own ends; he accounts gain his goglinels; 
| butthe godly man accounts godlineſs his great gain. Jtis not 
thefire of the Altar, but the Gold ot the Altar, that the hypo- 
nite :dores : the advantage to be gained by Religion , not the 
teucy, andexcellency of Religion, is the loadttone that draws 
the hypocrite to the praRtiſe of it. Oh examine your hearts, 
| vhether you a& for God, and imbrace Religion tor its own 
ake, for then you are the men, whoſe end ſhall be peace; for 
ie who makes the pglorifying of God his end of intention here 
mearth, ſhall comfortably tind enjoying of God to be his end 
npoſſeſlion, and of execution hereafcer in heaven. 
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Aneighth CharaRer of the upright man is this. -Theup- Charat.8. 


right man is one that can be contented to be abaſed, fo God and 
ſetus Chriſt may be exalted. He can be content to be any thing, 
jea, nothing, it God ſo pleaſe, that Croc way be all inall. He 
$00e that prefers Gods honour betore his own eale , honour,” 
yea, happineſs. And onthe other hand a G:ſhonour done to 
God goes nearer his heart, than any wrong, affront, or injury 
ered to himſelf. He can ( atleait in the deſire , and bent of 
heart) be content that others ſhould be uſed, chough himſelf 
telaid atide , provided that God may be exalred: Yea, to be 
lidinthe crowd , ſo he may lift up Cl:riſt upon his ſhoulders, 


and render him more conſpicuous unto the wo:cld : co be n-ade a 
E footliool, 
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34 Tho Upright Mas, I 
foorftoo!, that Chriſt may ger upon his throne. See two or three? 
inſtances of this. That ot Moſes, Dext. 31-7. He can incou-? 
rage 7oſbua, though he knew he himſelf was to be turned out of) 
office, to give place to oſbua. A thing that would have grated © 
upon the Spirit of an envious, and ambitious hypocrite. $9? 
7ohs the Baptiſt, Jon 3. 30. He muſt increaſe, but 1 muſe ge. 
creaſe. The language of che upright man, when be acts and ? 
ſpeaks like himſeit. The tke example of fincericy you have 1n 3 
Pal, 2 Cir. 4.5. I preach net my ſclf but Chrijt, I delire no: 3 
ebat your eyes ſhould be upon me, but that your hearts ſhouiq} 
be carried unto C hrift. The upright man 1s willing to give God 7 
the glory of all his undertakings. As Jeab lent to Datid, to | 
take the honour of his viRory, 2 Sam. 12. 27, 28. So the up- 7, 
right man, when he 1s inabled co do any thing for God, hee's ? 
jealous left any part of the honour of i ſhould be taken trom * 
God, and given unto him : yea, the upright man preters Gods : 
glory above his own happinels, upon fappoſition that boch were © 
not confiltent, though he well knows , that they are inlepara» ' 
ble. See ſome inſtances of this. In Pal, Philip. 1. 24. Never- 
theleſs to abide in the fleſh is more needful for you. Pax was, and © 
every Saint ſhould be content to want preſent happineſs 1n hea- 
ven, that he might be further ſerviceable to God and his Church 
on earth. And yer further, Row. 9. 3. 1 could wiſh that wy ſelf 
Were accxrſed from Chriſt, &c. and Exod. 32. 32.—blu me, 1 
pray thee, out of thy Book. Paul was not ignorant that the us 
nion between his foul and Chriſt was indiſloluble, and Meſes 
well knew there were no Errataes in the Book of life, yet bere- 
by they did expreſs their ſincere reſpe&sto Gods glory, and his | 
peoples good, above their own happineſs. | 

CharnF.c. A ninth Character of the apright man is, Heis one that is 
in bad times. He is ſteady and fixedin his principles in 
the worſt times, and under vanety of diſpenſations. He will 
not diſhonour God, or wound his confcience to preſerve his 
ſafety. An upright man, isa right man. So WW! is rendered by 
the Sepruagint, | vos 6. He is one that will no: be bowed 
or bent by the tinful cuftoms , or examples of the times, and 
places where he lives, nor by either the frowns , or linilesot 
men. Thus Neb is deſcribed, Gen. 6. 9. He was perfect, on 
mat, ; 
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And in his 


Heoppy End. 
hat, is his generation, which was a very bad one. This wasemi- 


jar perfeRion. To be outwardly good, when Religion is in 
avon ( as 7oaſo was ſeemingly very torward and zealous while 
| lbjada lived) this is no evidence of ſincerity. Neque enim 
prfefle bours eft, nifi qui ſnerit & cam malis bona, as an Anti- 
 atſaith, The upright man is firm, and fixed both in proſperi- 
y,andia adverſity. The Laurel keeps its green even in the 
xiner ſeaſon, ſ@ doth the upright man maintain lis fntegriry in 
the worſt times, and moſt pied ſtare. Asitis his duty, ſoit 
valſo his endeavour to be moſt blameleſs, and hermleſ, in the 
widit of a crooked and perverſe generation,as the Apoltle exhorts, 
Palip.2, 15. He is not one that ſwims down the {tream, or thar 
kill toop by baſe compliance to any ugworthy practices; but he 
| landshis ground, and holds his own in all changes ; not by tur- 
| ang with every wind, (with the worldly politician) but by ha- 
ioghis heart fixed on the unchangeable God. Lapidaries tell 
wot a ſtone that retains its vertue, and luftre,no longer chan 
bletin Gold , a fit emblem of the ay But the uprighc 
man can glory in his tribulations. The upright man is onet 
(ares not uſe unlawful, and indireR means to avoid danger, pro- 
"ide for his own ſafety, no, not to bring about the beſt ends. He 
laows that only Gods means can bring about Gods ends in 


| Ween going forward, and A = Religion. Neſcit virias 


nercy. Examine your bearts by this Character. 


one that is ſtill preſBng after pertection. He contents not him- 
klf with meaſures, and degrees of grace already received, bat 
|abours after more, and further degrees of grace. He lives up 
to what ke knows in his defires and endeavours, and he indea- 
Yours to know more for that end, that he way live Letter. Hes 
in continual motion towards God, and making progrels in holi- 
neſs. He is ſtark navght, that thinks he is good enough. Dixiſts 
ſofficit ? Defeciſti,laith Bernard,and the ſame Father(Zp ſt.g1.) 
Minime pro certo eft bonus, xs melioy effe non vult, & ub 


_ 
| wile fiers melior, ibs etiam de fimis eſſe bonus, He 1s not good at 


all, who willerh not to be better ; when you begin to be unwil- 
ingto become better, you ceaſe to be good. He that ſtands 
lull in Religion, declines and falls. There is no medium be- 


men ras 


35 


The tenth and laſt Character of an upright man is, that he is Chara#.io 
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\The Wpriehs May, 
menſuram gratiz, faith Ambroſe . virtne knows no tint. That 
of Bernara1s applicablero this purpoſe , and is fo made ule of 
by him. Vids Iacob angetos aſcendentes & deſcendentes, ftanter 
vel ſedewter neminem.” 1.0, (he law Angels alcending ard de- 
icending, bur none ttanding, or fitting 1111. No, there is co ftan- 
ding ſti]} un the way to beaven.” The main vf a Chriittans Per- 
tection attainable 1n this lite, is earneſt breathings after it. The 
conftant work ot a Chri..1an. while on earth, is to be breathins 
after full conformicy uno God : according to that of Aworſtrue, 
T ota vita boni Chri,i tank oft (ant! um aciderium. The whole lite 
ofa good. Chrithan is a holy-delre. ihus [ob delcribes the 
righreous man, /ob 17.9. He 1s one that holds on his way, axd 
groWs ſtronger and ſtron er. He1s ill in progreſs, Prov, 4.18. 
the path of the just is as tbe ſhining liz bt that ſhneth more (+ more 
unto the perfett day : light is (till gaining upon darkneſs, grows 
clearer and clearer ; fo 15 the pach of the juſt and uprighc man. 
And this was the frame and cemper of Pas{s Spirit, Philip.3.12, 
13, 14. 1count not my ſelf to have apprehended, but this one 
thing 1 ao, forgetting thoſe things that are behind, and reaching 
forth unto theſe things Which ave before, I preſs toWard the mark. 
for the price of the _ calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Labour to 
try-your hearts byall cheſe Characters. Yet 1n trying your hearts 
by any of theſe Charactes, remember that I am ſpeaking of ſin- 
cerity: And there are none of theſe CharaQters to be under- 
ſtood of a perfection of degrees, as though: any of theſe were 
co be found 1n abſolute pertection in the Souls of Saints here on 
earth, or that Guds people can find theſe aGtually at all times, 
but they dire&t Gods people what they ſhould do and be, what 
the nature of uprightneſs leads to,what Saints do, and how they 
at | when they act like themſelves, and what they are in the 
frame and bent of their Spirits, in the deſire, deſign, and utmoſt 
endeayour'of their ſouls. So that men muſt not judge ol 
themſelves by any of theſe marks, by whart they are in the heat 


-and brunt of a violent temptation, or on the other hand, by 
. what they are in a ſudden pang of affetion : But uprightnels 15 


to be judged by the general frame and bent of the heart, and 
the tenour of thelite and converſation : And if you then find 


any of theſe evidences,you may ſafely conclude that you are y 
uprig (4 
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And bis bappy Exd. 37 


upright men, whole erds fall kegecce, Ard ſo much tor 
this ule, which i5 the main 1] had in myeye. 

The chird ule of the Ductrir.e is a word of exhortation, to V/e 3} 
exhort ail oi you ro labour to attain, ar.d having anained to 
mance this Lear:-pertetion, ard uprightneſle 1n your fouls, 
chis trame of ſpirit, which you have heard at large deſcribed to 
yo! Labour to be unttorm,crueintire, plainhearted, (ingle-eyed 
Chriſtians. And having once attained ic, ſee you keep it. Hold 
fait your integrity, and do not let it go, look on it as the chow 
ce/t jewel in your crown. Keep it as your chiefelt creaſure, yea 
: as your very life. 1 conclude this exhortation in general with 

the gluls of Augxſtine upon the Text. Tene innocentian, qu0 
modo cum avaruseſſes , yy Fav texebas, ne 11bs extorquearar a 

Lialils. Keep your integrity , as the covetous man would 
F do his purſe, lelt ir be wr. ſted from you by the Devil. I ſhall 
| add two or three words by vu ay of motive. | 

1, Conſider that uprightneſle of heart is Gods delight and 
choice. God loves, delights in,and 1s well pleaſed with it, and 
br indeed with nothing you do without it. It is Gods choice. Fohrs 
4. 23. The true worſhipers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit 
| andin Truth : for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, God 

values not cares, not for the ſervices of hollow-hearted bypo- 

crites ; but he jeeks ſuch to ſerve him, as worſhip him in Spi- 
rit and in Truth. Pſal.5 1.6. God deſires truth in the inwatd parts, 
yea the way of the upri ht is his delight. Prov. 11.20. Would 
you therefore pleaſe anc delight the heart of God, labour then 

(0 attzin and preſerve vprightneſs. 

2. Conſider that uprightneſſe of heart ſweetens and ſayours 

all you do for God, and covers your inftirmities; Uprightneſs 
'15 the falt that ſeaſons all your ſervices, and renders them ſa- 
voury both to God and men; eſpecially ro God. 2Chren, 30.18, 

19,20. T he good Lord pardon every one that prepareth his heart to 
Y /*chGeod, the Lord God of his Fathers, though he be not eleanſed 
] accurding to the purification of the Sanfiuary: and the Lord heark- 

ned to Hezthiah, and bealed the people. O therefore look to 

the heart in every duty and action, fee that that be ſound. The 
Pri ſt when be cut up the ſacrifice, the hrit thing he looked at, 
was.he heart, it that were unſound, the ſacrifice was rejected. 
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The Vppright Max, 
Kypoeriſic ſpoils all our performance , and :avrh God ty 
loath his own appointments. 

3. Coalidec the loſs of uprighenels in the !calt degree is one 
of the greateit loſſes you can ſuſtain. Better !oſe your eſtates 
names , liberces, friend;, yea your very | es, than your ſit 
cerity. Whatever you ger, though it were a Kingdome, you 
will be great loſers, it you loſe che integrity of your hearts. 
Bud tis prodeft Incrum anri of lamnam innocentie. ſaith Av- 
| qr the Text, What will the gain of gold profit you wich 
the lok of innocence? 

4- The 4th. motive is that in the Text. If you be upright 
men, end will -be peace. And that would lead me to a 
fourth uſe. 


Which is of comfort to all upr.. ht hearted Chriſtians. 
2. Under and againſt all your p:e.ent rrials, troubles, and af- 
flitions, Lifc up your hearcs, aa | he. ds, 1or your end ſhall be 


peace 

2. Againſtche far of death in reference to your ſelves. 7owr 
ond is peace, why ſhould you be afraid of rhat which will bring 
yourrk, and be che end of all your troubles? 

3. It may comfort you in nb to the death of others , 
of friends and relations, concerning whom you have ground to 
hope and judge that they were upright men. It may be a curb 
to inordinaze- paſiton, and grief tor the lols of godly friends, 
ſeeing their ex4 5; peace, Though you may have loſt, they have 
gained by ther dearh: And fo much for this Text and Doctrine 


I come now to ſpeak ſomewhat to that other ſad Text God 
hab geren /meto ſ-rak of , and by which God ſpeaketh unto 
you, And thatis the ſad diſpenſation of divine providence, in 
ing from the mult of us by death that perſon of honour , 
_ —_— _ mats emaene For my mw 

part, have been altogether a inm ice to funer 
icks, andas1do confeſs my feof = for them , and 
ultull in them, ſo 1 doprofeſs my ſelf no leſs unwilling to 
them, knowing of —— conſequence they have tor 
the tnoſt part proved, as they have been two ordinarily abuſed. 
Ibavec:cr-acoounad ihe folran ſadneſle, and ſilent rears + 
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And bis Hoppy Exd. 
the li.ing the beſt commendarions of the dead: The good 
workes deceaſed perſons have done while they were living, and 
the good names they have left behind them are their beſt im- 
balmings. Yet I ſee no reaſon why the commendable good 
thin2s that have ſhined forth in as" thas have been emi- 
nently ulefvll, ard feviceable in their generations, may not 
be held forth unto others , as a patcern for their imication, and 
2 ſpurr to excite to vertuous ations. I Know it is expeRed1 
ſhould fpeak lomewhar of the honourable perſon deceaſed. 
What I ſhall ſpeak, ſhall be not ſo much to commend the dead, 
as toexcire the hiving, eſpecially perſons of his rank, and qua- 
licy,cothe 1mication of him in ſuch chings as were amiable, and 
lovely in him. I mighttell you that he was honourable,being a 
ſtem of an antient and bonourable family. But this would 
be beyond my ſphere ; and this is that which is better known 
to the moſt of you than to my ſelf, And were there nothi 
elſe to be ſaid upon this account, yet the greatneſs, learning,wil- 
dome,aad real worth of the ſurviving branches of this y are 
lufficient to render it truly honourable. But why ſhould Lin 
fiſt on this? ſeeing honour 15 none of ours properly,Philoſophers 
telling us that boncy eft in honorante, non ix bonorato, and the 
Poe: could fay,Genus & proaver, non fecimmus ipſs , V ix ta 
vego.l fhall therefore ſay no more of this, butinſtance oalyin 
tuch things,as I my ſelf have had perſonal knowledge of. 

And firſt he wasa lover of learning and learned men , yea 
timfelf had atrained to a good degree ot learning above many, 
yea moſt of his rank and quality, that enjoyed no greater h 
to-the atzainirg of ir, than he did;what he had being attained 
dy his own indefiry, without the advantage of Univerfity-edu- 
cation. He was no firanger to the tongues, and well readin 

winity, Law, and Hif ory , with many other commendable 
pares of learning. And heattained to this in his yanger yeers 
by great induſtry. 1 mention this aya commendable patternto 
young Gentlemen, it being that which would turn much more 

o the account of their, and the publicks profit and advantage, 

than their pending of their time in daw king, hunting, and rea» 
np Romances, Yet1 condemn not the moderate nell-regy- 

ut 
the 


kied uſe of lawkull reczeazions cither of kocy or mind, 
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the immoderate abuſe of them , chough | w» cemmend tho 
ſtudy of good licerature, as that whic! wo1!4 *+r:er men much 
more ſerviceable nnto their Country, and more a:ceptable un- 
to all. 

Secondly, He was a man ſerviceable to, an in hisgeneration 
and many waies in{trumencal of the pub -« good; one thac 
had lerved his Country borh in Warr an{ Peace, in Warr 25 2 
Commander, in Peace 4s a Counſelier, a: that both in a more 
publick ſphere, as a member of Paritameat, andina more pri- 
yvate Capacity, as a Juſtice of peac2 in ..1+ County. All which 
places he dilcharged with much jultice, »nd integrity , without 
agy blemiſh thac I ever heard of. *Nor wasthe ſphere of his 
attivicy and uſefullneſle coniined t» 5!12 State , but he was alſo 
lerviceable to the Church of God , and 2minently in that place 
wherein he lived. God uſed 11m as an infirument of much 
good, yea the bz.t g904 ot the »eople of chat place, as both 

ey and we(the Miniſters of that congregation)un:o which he 

ad the relation both of a member and officer, can tellity. And 
all this, not only by incouraging and (trengchning the hands and 
earts of others; but by actually joyning in promoting the 
Work of retormation, tiz due adminiitration of ordinances, 
and ſetling order in that place,vea he accounted it no diſparage- 
"Ment to a as a ruling officer inthe Church of God, and that 
at fuch a.time when all eſlayes tending to fertle order in the 
Church , were rather diſcoun:enanced (if not ſcoffed at) by 
moſt, than any way incouraged. What others may account 
of this, I know not : but 1 cannot bur reckon it , becaule 1 
ſo eſteemir, among lis vertues and honours; well knowing 
That it ts a mans hig. eti honour to be ſerviceable unto God, and 
to the po0od of Soul: Andl2t me now commend this to your 
imitation : and oh that ailyou that are endowed with riches, 
honours, parcs, and power,would imitate him in this in endea- 
vouring to promo.e the intereſt of Chrilt and ſouls, inthe pla- 
ces where you ive, according to your ability and oppormunity- 

Thirdly , another particular wherein this perſon of honour 
was exemplary, was juſtice and righteouſneſle. Jn all his dea- 
ling with men , He was a man exaQtly juſt and righteous. He 


would: oft commend it in others, -and make it his care w_ 
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iſe ic himſelf , as all that he ever had dcalings with, thatever I 
heard of, or ſpake with, have becn, and are ready to teſtify, 
He was no oppreſlor of Neighbours, or Tenants, as too many 
great men Are. He was not one who lived either on the ſins or 
miſeries of others. He did not, nay he ſcorned to raiſe himſelf 
or family upon the ruines of others, either Neighbours, Te- 
nants, or Debtors ; nor Gd he live upon or raiſe and inrich 
himſelf by the times,as many others have done; And let me 
here commend him in this as a pattern forthe imitation of all 
rich and great men, This will cauſe you to be beloved while 
you live, and lamented when youdye, and raiſeyou a name 
detter,preater,and more laſting than you can attain by the grea- 
eſt eſtate, or henour unjuſtly got or kept. 

4. Nor was he only juſt, but alſo merciful]. His juſtice was 
tempered with mercy toDebtors, Tenants,andthe Poor. Though 
he was juſt co the uttermott in giving others their due, yethe was 
very mercifull in exacting his due from others. He was a merct- 
full Creditor unto his Debtors, remutting not only pounds , or 
ſcores, but hundreds, yea thouſands to difenabled Debtors,ra- 
ther than ruine them and their familics , as I have been well 
aſſured trom thoſe who knew the truth ot what 1 ſay. He 
was a mercifull Landlord, as his Tenants can ſufficiently bear 
witneſſe, yea he had mercy for the Souls as well as the Bodtes 
of his Tenants, witneſs his great care to preſent godly and a- 
ble Miniſters unto ſuch places, as he was Lord and Patron ot; 
unto which I might add his allowing of twenty pounds a year 
ththe increaſe of a miniſters maintenance at Huckna//: Nor 
was the exerciſe of his inercy wanting unto the poor, as thoſe 
of the Town where he lived have abundantly by experience 
found. And though the ſuddenneſſe and ſhorineſs of his ſick- 
neſſe prevented alterations in his Will made divers years betore 
bis death, wherein probably he would have done much more; 
je while he lived he made his hands his own executors, 1n let- 
ing by deed twelve pounds a yeer for ever upontheAtmes-hou 
les in Notting ham (where he lived) founded and endowed by 
Mr. Hanley, 1n the ordering of which he was a Truſtee, And 
oh thar all you who are rich in the world , wou d be alforich 


in good workes; ſo would you have the prayers 01 renants , 
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Debtors, and the poor, while you live, and their teares and 
praiſes when you dye , yea when you are dead and 

one. 
: 5. Another imitable property I would commend to you for 
your imitation is his affab:liry,curteſie, humility, and peaceable- 
neſſe of Spirit towards all he conyerſed with, theſe are ſo well 
known to all he converled with, chat I may ſpare to ſpeak of ® 
them. Such was his condelcenſion to perſons much below him 
in rank and degree, that ſome have thought he rather ſee- 
med to exceed than be defeCtive in this particular. He was a © 
peace-lover and a peace-maker, and very uſefull that way in & 
the place wherein he lived. He was no incroacher on ns Neigh- © 
bours; and I wiſh great men would imitate him in this, not © 
bearing up themſelves from their own power and greatneſle to * 
opprelſle and injure others. , 
6. He was a conſtant frequenter of publick Ordinances , ® 
both in his own perſon, 'and with his family, and that not on- 
ly on the Lotds day, but alſo twice a week at thoſe week-day- 3 
lectures in the place of his habitation , very ſeldom miſling 
when he wasin Town. He was a conſtant frequenter of month- F 
ly Sacraments for thole fix yeers we have enjoyed them through Z 
Gods mercy. And oh that he had many followers among men 
of his rank audquality in this particular. Alas, how many are Z 
there vvho can content themſelves vvith once a day attendance ? 
on Gods Ordinances, and think they do vvell roo? but tor Þ 
LeRures , thoſe ſavour of too mach preciſeneſs for them to 2 
meddle vvith, as though Religion vvere belovy them. 3 
7. He had as well-ordered a Family as moſt of that big- 7 
nels, and was careful not only for the bodies, butalſo for the © 
fouls of his ſervants, to have them inftructed in the knowledge © 
of God, and Jeſus Chriſt, of late years keeping a Chaplainin 7” 

* his houſe tor that end, and to perform family duties. And this 
both others and my ſelf can atteſt upon our own knowledge, 
that though he bach had ſervants, that were very dark and 1g- 
norant when they came to him, yet he hath uſed ſach means to- ? 
wards them, that in a little time they have been able to give a fa- 
tisfaRory account of their knowledge and faith ; nor would he 


allow of profaneneſs in any under his roof, or keep ſuch fer- 
AR vants 


BS: 


Z 


I 


Gre EE En 


And bis bappy Egd. 


vants,a5 upon admonition would not reform exorbitancies. Aud 
letme commend this as matter of imitation. Oh be careful that 
your Families may be Churches of Chriſt, not ſinkes of looſe- 
neſs and profaneneſs, as the Families of roo many preat men 
ze. You, who are Maſters of great Families, you have the cure 
of ſouls committed to you , and you are to be accountable for 
the ſouls of children and ſervants, if you inſtru them not, and 
hold not up Religion in your families. 

Aneighth commendable virtue in this perſon of honour. 
which 1 would commend to you,eſpecially great men, is that he 
ws an affectionate lover, and cordial friend of Gods faithful 
Minifiers, I know there are many of that fun&tion here pre- 
lent, that can let their Seals to the truth of this. He loved the 
company of Gods Minilters, and was both a bountiful entertai- 
ner, and a courteous, and friendly viſiter of them. Yea, he 
knew how to relliſh plain and powerful preaching, and would 
often ſay ke liked and loved thar beſt, as that which he found 
moſt advantagious to himſelf, and judged to be moſt profitable 
for others. And let me add this, that my fellow-labourer, and 


- ny felt have found God uſing him, as a great incourager of our 


kearts, and ſtrengthner of our hands in Gods work. Nor can 


| Iforbearagain mentioning his great care to preſent godly and 


' ableMiniſters to _—_—_ he had the gif: of, not preſenting 
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any, but ſuch as were firſt commended, proved and approved by 
neighbour godly Mimſters. And oh that you who are men of 
honour, ric es and power would imitate him inthis, namely in 
deing friends to Gods Miniſters: ctpecially inthis age, wherein 
they are ſo much deſpiſed and diſcouraged; and not only their 
perſons, but even their calling firucx at. And you, who arc 
Patrons of places, ſee you be careful to preſent ſuch pertons, as 
mayfeed, not ſtarve the ſouls of people : elie you will contract 
heguilt of the bloud of the ſouls, that periſh under unskilfu!, 


and unfaithful Miniſters. 


And now judge, whether we have not al! cauſe to drop ſome 
tears upon the Tomb of this Honourable Gentleman decealc4 


He was a general loſs : To his yoke f-1low, Children, Servants. 
Friends, the Town where he lived, vca, the Country, and Natt- 
0: Andina word he lived beloved, and died lamented. And 
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let me now exhort all of youto lay to hearr this loſs, it being a 
token of Gods anger towards a place, when he takes'away per- 
ſons that are uſefull, and then eſpecially , when they are in the 
prime of their time. Yea, let me ſpeak a word to you Honoy- 
rable and Worlhupful Gentlemen here preſent ; God hath made 
a breach among you by the death of this perſon of Honour, 
Oh do you labour to fill up the room of tuch perſons, when 
they are taken away by death, by ſtirring up your ſelves unto a 
oreater meaſure of aGtivity for God and the publick good. 
And you, who are the Children of this Honourable Perſon, the 
Heir eſpecially, do you riſe up and ſerve the Lord in your gene. 
ration, ſee that you inherit your Fathers commendable virtues , 
Imitate him in what ever I have mentioned, or you have known 

raile-worthy in him. And now conſider, all of you, what 
hath been ſpoken, andthe Lord give all of us underſtanding to 
improve both his word, and this preſent ſpeaking providence. 
And ſo much for this time and occaſion. 


FINIS. 


